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...he is lecturing against their principles,
while I am lecturing against their practices
...our spiritual tone is sorrowfully low.
Thereis a sad lack of depth and power.” 7’

Of course, talking about our coldness
will not warm our hearts; neither will
flattery help the situation, as it does not
really edify or restore. It only pleases,
coddles and spoils, but it is not faithful-
ness. Correct spiritual diagnosis is of
vital importance as well as prescribing
the correct moral remedy; but even this
will accomplish nothing unless the remedy
is acted upon,

“WHAT IS MAN?”

Man was God’s crowning work in
creation, (made in His image and likeness
and for His glory, and given dominion
over the earth, which was especially pre-
pared for his good). Failure has marked
man in every test that God has applied to
him—Adam, Noah, Abraham, Israelunder
law, judges, priests, prophets, kings and
then, especially, the restored remnant of
Judah which finally became the crucifiers
of their Messiah! Graphic is Stephen’s
review of their wicked history in Acts 7.
‘‘Man being in honor abideth not.’” ‘<At
his best state is altogether vanity.’
Given the brightest beginning, declension
quickly follows.
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of kings and Lord of lords (Pergamos)!
The Papal system then took over (Thyatira),
obliterating the light until it became un-
bearable to the noble and courageous re-
formers. Sad it is but true that their
followers organized sectarian systems,
which in turn became ‘‘dead’’ and formal
(Sardis).

But early in the last century God ex-
ercised some as to this unscriptural de-
velopment. They became ‘‘discontented’’
(1 Sam. 22:2) and the Spirit of God led a
few in various countries to come together
in simple heart-searching of God’s Waord.
The result was they discovered the truth
as it is in Jesus and His sufficiency, and
that ‘‘where two or three are gathered
together unto My Name, there am I in the
midst of them.’” So they went ‘‘forth unto
Him outside the camp bearing His re-
proach ’’ (Heb. 13:13),which proved their
subjection to such soul-searching appeals
as are foundin 2 Tim. 2:21 and Jer. 15:19.
They believed that ‘‘by one Spirit are we
all baptized into one body, ’’ and recogniz-
ing this integral truth found the remem-
brance of their Lord in His death to be
most precious—‘‘for as often as ye eat
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew
the Lord’s death till He come.’ “The
love of Christ constrained’’ them to ‘“no
more live unto themselves but unto Him
who died for them and rose.’’ Such was
Philadelphian.
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“It is only as the truth of the gospel
is manifested in our lives by the fruit of
the Spirit and heart devotion to Christ
that we who hold the truth are a testimony
for Him.”’

‘‘Set a mark upon the foreheads of the
men that sigh and that cry for all the
abominations that be done in the midst. "’
Ezek. 9:4.

“The sin of the Church has brought
it into desolation. Yet little real cry has
gone up to the Lord; and wherefore? We
are not aware of how far we have departed
from our original standing. We have got
so much of the world’s dignity, and in-
fluence and riches! These things, though
they hide us not from God or from Satan,
are hiding from ourselves our real pov-
erty... The Church is so worldly, so
divided..."There has been of late an
awakening to a good deai of busy activity
in service...We are in danger of putting
service in the place of the burnt-offering.”’

‘“‘Not by J.N.D. "’ but in Col. Writings
Vol. 19 pages 517-

Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, was
told to ‘“go’’ to the most privileged Judah,
gathered to God’s center, Jerusalem, and
“‘tell them of their abominations,.. but
they will not hear.”’ Also, ‘“Pray not for
this people!”’ for they had set their faces
to go down to Egypt, 41:17-44:12.
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cruel,’’ Vying with one another, eying
one’s fancied rival with malice in the
heart, belittling a fellow member of the
body of Christ, sewing discord, blacken-
ing; all this under cover, ‘yet two-faced!
Listen to the voice of solemn inditement.
‘‘He speaketh peaceably...with his mouth,
but in heart he layeth his wait.”’ ‘“When
he speaketh fair, believe him not; for
there are seven abominations in his heart.
Whose hatred is covered,’”” Prov, 26:25, 26.
The word ‘“‘implacable’’ (Rom. 1:31) simply
means not wanting reconciliation. How
unamiable are ‘‘The works of the flesh...
hatred, strifes, jealousies, angers, con-
tentions, disputes, parties, envyings.”’
Oh! brethren, may we ‘‘first cast out the
beam?’’—¢first be reconciled.” Mr. Darby
says, ‘“If I am looking at the people ‘from
the top of the rock’ I shall see them as
God sees them, and that is clothed with
all the comliness of Christ—complete in
Him, accepted in the beloved. This is
what will enable me to get on with them,
to walk with them, to have fellowship with
them, torise above their points and angles,
blots and blemishes, failures and infir-
mities.’”’ ‘““For we all often offend,’”’ says
James (3:2 J.N.D. trans.)

Then there is that tendency of some
influential leaders to band together and
crystalize an hierarchy. Surely this in-
vites God’s governmental rod. ‘‘Hear ye
now what the Lord saith...What doth the’
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and
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to us belongeth confusion of face.’” Would
it not be wiser to avert it by deeply judging
ourselves ?

Satan, knowing that what would most
glorify Christ would be the manifesting
the unity of all believers on earth, has
wrought great havoc to the ‘“one flock”’
and, alas, to those who have been gathered
to Himself outside the camp. Satan’s
latest device and snare would have us
resort to reunion. Is this not a witness
to carnality? Divisions ever have arisen
because of our low state.

NESLECT OF CHILD TRAINING

Glaring is the modern neglect of par-
ents to train their children; instead the
children rule their parents—this is a clear
departure from the scripture, ‘‘Bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord.’’ So often they are allowed to
run wild without restraint. Play-guns
are provided, they are fed on the ‘‘funnies,”’
exciting novels, T.V., and radio fill their
ears and eyes and mould their minds; be-
sides ‘““Christmassing’’ which involves
deceit, selfishness and mockery. Beau-
tiful those families which are the excep-
tions. The word of the Loord says, ‘“Nei-
ther shalt thou bring an abomination into
thine house, lest thou be a cursed thing
like it; but thou shalt utterly abhore it;
for it is a cursed thing ’’ Deut. 7:26.

19

www.presenttruthpublishers.com



www.presenttruthpublishers.com



www.presenttruthpublishers.com



www.presenttruthpublishers.com



www.presenttruthpublishers.com



www.presenttruthpublishers.com



www.presenttruthpublishers.com



www.presenttruthpublishers.com



www.presenttruthpublishers.com



www.presenttruthpublishers.com



“In a day of closing darkness
When the outlook is so black,
When the hearts of men are failing,
And the feet of saints turn back,
When corruption spreads her mantle
O’er the minds and ways of all,
When the violent doth prosper,
And men’s passions rise and fall.

Then amid the gloom and darkness;
Shines one feeble ray of light,
Some who feel and own the ruin,
Seek by faith to walk aright;
Some, who fear the Lord of glory,
And who think upon His name;
Some, who often speak together
Of His glory and His shame.

Some, who often round Him gather,
To exhort and sing and pray,
Some, who prove amid the darkness,
They are children of the day;

Some, who wait a coming Saviour,
And who long His face to see,

Some, who wait their hope’s fruition
Till conformed to Him they be.

God who dwells in heavenly glory,

He beholds this feeble few,
He records in His remembrance

All the sorrows they pass through;
He discerns each true affection,

And declares, ‘“They shall be mine,
When I gather up My jewels,

In My presence they shall shine. ”’
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