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Declaration’ regarding a homeland for the Jews (which tracers-of-connections might
think to trace back to JND, however tenuously). Why, British dispensational
Christian Zionism was exported to America when JND taught the pretribulation
rapture and the national restoration of Israel!” But note, however, he taught that
Israel will not be incorporated into the church. '® No, to him, Israel would be
distinct from the church and a distinct nation in the earth, under the New Covenant,
from which the earthly government would flow forth. With an understanding of
prophetic events essentially the same as the first part of this article, and viewing
Israel nationally as under God’s moral government until Christ’s appearing in glory,
along with his refusal to be involved in politics, JND is not a good candidate for
father of Christian Zionism. Far from it.

It appears to me that evangelical Christian Zionism has been fostered mainly by
‘dispensationalists’ who have picked up some things here and there from JND,
things that did not interfere with their church systems and clergy, and who have
ignored other things also, some of which would bring the first man practically under
the sentence of death, the testing of the first man having ceased with the cross, and
consequently that man was declared lost. And this certainly includes rejecting, or
ignorance of, what he taught regarding the moral government of God, as well as
what he taught regarding the Christian’s place as not of the world, nor of its politics
and power, yet rightly acknowledging the authority of government as from God
(Rom 13; etc.).

Evangelical, dispensational, Christian Zionism was not, and is not, learned from
JND; it is a violation of what he taught.

Are evangelical Christian Zionists ignorant of where present-day Israel is
heading? Is not the character of politically supporting Israel in what they are doing
actually undermining God’s moral government on the nation, even if unintentional?
Our place is to recognize that what Israel is doing is man’s effort to get out from
under the governmental ways of God. It does not follow that this means despising
Israel or not evangelizing Jews.

Ed.

JND, Patriotism, and Country

It is clear to me that a Christian, free to do as he will, could never be a soldier,
unless he were at the very bottom of the scale, and ignorant of the christian position.
It is another thing when one is forced to it. In such a case the question is this: is the
conscience so strongly implicated on the negative side of the question, that one could
not be a soldier without violating that which is the rule for conscience -- the word

18. Before IND, there were Postmillennialists that taught a restoration of Israel to Palestine, but as
converted and part of the church.
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of God? In that case we bear the consequences; we must be faithful.

What pains me is the manner in which the idea of one’s country has taken
possession of the hearts of some brethren. I quite understand that the sentiment of
patriotism may be strong in the heart of a man. I do not think that the heart is
capable of affection towards the whole world. At bottom, human affection must have
a center, which is ‘I.” I can say, ‘My country, and it is not that of a stranger. I say,
‘My children,” ‘My friend,” and it is not a purely selfish 7.” One would sacrifice
one’s life -- everything (not oneself, or one’s honor) for one’s country, one’s friend.
I cannot say, ‘My world’; there is no appropriation. We appropriate something to
ourselves that it may not be ourselves. But God delivers us from the ‘I’; He makes
of God, and of God in Christ, the center of all; and the Christian, if consistent,
declares plainly that he seeks a country -- a better, that is to say, a heavenly country.
His affections, his ties, his citizenship, are above. He withdraws into the shade in
this world, as outside the vortex which surges there, to engulf and carry everything
away. The Lord is a sanctuary.

That a Christian should hesitate whether he ought to obey or not, I understand:
I respect his conscience; but that he should allow himself to be carried away by what
is called patriotism -- that is what is not of heaven. “My kingdom,” said Jesus, “is
not of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight.”
It is the spirit of the world under an honorable and attractive form, but wars come
from “lusts that war in your members.”

As a man I would have fought obstinately for my country, and would never have
given way, God knows; but as a Christian I believe and feel myself to be outside all;
these things move me no more. The hand of God is in them; I recognize it; He has
ordered all beforehand. I bow my head before that will. If England were to be
invaded tomorrow, I should trust in Him. It would be a chastisement upon this
people who have never seen war, but I would bend before His will.

Many Christians are laboring in the scene of the war; large sums of money have
been sent to them. All this does not attract me. God be praised that so many poor
creatures have been relieved; but I would rather see the brethren penetrating the
lanes of the city, and seeking the poor where they are found every day. There is far
more self-abnegation, more hidden service, in such work. We are not of this world,
but we are the representatives of Christ in the midst of the world. May God
graciously keep His own.

1870. Letters 2:110-111.
?
Question. Would you help me to understand the act of forgiving a Christian who

is not gathered together to the Lord’s table {name} as opposed to one who is?
Is there even a difference?
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Answer. The problem I see in connection with forgiving is that we might be
hard and not forgive where there is true repentance, or we may be soft and --
wanting to appear to be gracious -- want to forgive when there is not really
“godly sorrow unto repentance.” In this case, I remember the repeated warning
of A. C. Brown: “Some brethren seek to be more gracious than God Himself.”
Only the Word of God, used by the Spirit, can guide us.

An examination of Scripture leads to understanding that repentance precedes
forgiveness. This is true for individual matters and for assembly matters. “Oh,
let us just forgive him” is a sign of the flesh at work. Such are for an easier
pathway for the Christian.

Let us suppose a case of fornication or adultery. In the case of the person in
1 Cor. 5, what the Apostle brought before the saints is: “for grief according to
God works repentance to salvation, never to be regretted” (2 Cor. 7:10). “Grief
according to God” is more than saying, “I am sorry.” Let me illustrate from a
situation I experienced one time. A person in the meeting confessed to two
brothers to committing an act of fornication. The person was put away from the
Lord’s table, and allowed to be present at the meetings -- to be the last one to
come into the room, and the first to exit, and sit by the door. (It is possible that
there may be case(s) where persons are not permitted to attend.) After three
months, at a “care” meeting, the case was brought up by several brothers
concerning how sorry the person was and that it was time for restoration to the
Lord’s table. After those who thought this way had opportunity to speak about
this matter, a brother of age, and experience, and faithfulness to the Lord, spoke
up and said, Yes, the person is sorry -- sorry to have upset the brethren; sorry to
have caused trouble; sorry to have gotten into this situation. But I have not seen
godly sorrow unto repentance {KJV}. That means “grief according to God works
repentance” -- which implies that there is another kind of grief which does not.
One may be sorry about consequences caused by the evil, yet not be in the good
of grief according to God that works repentance. It shows that “sorry” and
“repentance” are not the same thing. The brother added, also, our young ones
need to see that we are NOT SOFT ON SIN here. (Well, I think that was a
message to all of us who listened to what he said.) I was glad to hear what that
brother had to say. About three months later, there was evidence of the grief
according to God that works repentance, and the person was restored. Others that
are put away from the Lord’s table may never come back.

The order of consideration is this:
(1) What is due the Lord Jesus Christ -- the holy, the true.
(2) The purity of the assembly.

(3) The repentance and restoration of the guilty.
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That order should never be violated. It is a moral order.

Repentance means taking God’s view of myself and what I did, judging self
with God’s judgment on me; and seeking as much as I can to make the matter
right. Psalm 51 is a Psalm of repentance that puts what is due God in the first
place.

We must learn the principle brought out in 2 Cor. 7: grief according to God
works repentance. “Sorry” may well be something else than that, and nothing but
grief according to God that works repentance will do.

Concerning professed Christians not at the Lord’s table, that does not change
this principle. And it becomes difficult to the soul if family is involved. A brother
-- not from here -- told me that he did not go to a meal after the funeral of a close
relative of his, because of professed Christians there not repentant of their evil
acts. That means that he acted on 1 Cor. 5:11 even though those persons were not
such as had been excommunicated from an assembly gathered together to the
name of the Lord Jesus. They were professed Christians, and of course they
expect others to make no objection to their course. They are disobedient to the
Word but want the sanction of at least indifference to their course.

Brother Albert Hayhoe, now with the Lord, told me that one time at a
conference he saw an excommunicated person sit down to the meal after a
meeting, and the brethren hosting the meetings did not come and tell him to
leave. So brother Hayhoe and his wife went to a restaurant. He did right. But
what was permitted is a symptom of why the state of assemblies declines.

These principles often bring us into trial in our souls, especially when
relatives are involved. But relatives must not be allowed to interfere with what
is due the One we call Lord.

Yours in Him whose mercy we await (Jude 21)
Roy Huebner
PS:

It is possible a person repents, but does not seek to be at the Lord’s table again.
I was in an assembly once where we had such a case. The person made a full,
candid confession, blaming self, and justifying the saints fully in their dealing
with this person. We were all convinced that it was the grief according to God
that works repentance. Therefore, the assembly followed the direction of 2 Cor.
7 to forgive, which is what the person desired, even though not seeking to be at
the Lord’s table.

Also, sin often brings consequences which cannot be removed. A sign of
repentance is bowing to, and owning, God’s disciplinary hand in the matter.
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