


























Thy Precepts 22:4 July/Aug 2007 155

to God. There is a confidence in the flesh in this. And that is why there is
such a struggle against Acts 13:48:
And [those of] the nations, hearing it, rejoiced, and glorified the

word of the Lord, and believed, as many as were ordained to eternal
life. %

2. “But Israel, pursuing after a law of righteousness, has not attained to [that]
law.” Israel did not attain to righteousness that is on the principle of faith.
Israel undertook to attain righteousness under the Mosaic Covenant and the
final result was the rejection of Christ Himself. Why had Israel not
attained? “Because [it was] not on the principle of faith, but as of works.”
The trial of the nation of Israel under the Mosaic Covenant was part of the
trial of the first, fallen man, to show that he was not recoverable. Israel had
an outward religion, suitable to man in the flesh, to show his true state.
Some godly souls were mixed among the ungodly -- and, sad to say, such
is the state of Christendom ripening for judgment. But “Israel” did not
attain. The phrase, “a law of righteousness,” indicates the ground, i.e., the
basis, on which they pursued righteousness: attainment by keeping the law.
Verse 33 shows that faith and works are at opposite poles and that works
cannot attain righteousness.

It is not that Israel was devoid of being able to know that righteousness must
come from outside. See Isa. 64:6; Psa. 76:16; Isa. 53:11; etc.

And what was the final result of this attempt to attain righteousness by law-
works? They have stumbled at the stumbling stone.

It is instructive to see Christ in two contrasted positions as a stone. Here we
see Him as the stumbling-stone, elsewhere as the smiting stone. The stumbling-
stone speaks of Him as here when He had humbled Himself, taking a servant s
form (Phil. 2:7). As Simeon said to Mary:

Lo, this [child] is set for the fall and rising up of many in Israel, and for
a sign spoken against; (and even a sword shall go through thine own
soul;) so that [the] thoughts may be revealed from many hearts (Luke
2:34, 35).

Israel stumbled at Him:
But he looking at them said, What then is this that is written, The stone
which they that builded rejected, this has become the corner-stone?

Everyone falling on this stone shall be broken, but on whomsoever it
shall fall, it shall grind him to powder (Luke 20:17, 18; see Psa. 118:22;

36. This verse has been considered at length in my
, Pp- 99-104, available from Present Truth Publishers.
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see also 1 Pet. 2:7, 8).

He speaks of Himself as falling on others and grinding them to powder. See
Dan. 2:34, 35, 45).

Rom. 9:33 quotes the warnings in Isa. 8:14 and 28:16 in connection with
Christ down here as the stumbling stone. In Rom. 10:11 it is quoted again, but
in connection with Christ in resurrection.

Let us pause to look at 1 Pet. 2:7-9:

To you therefore who believe [is] the preciousness; but to the
disobedient, the stone which the builders cast away as worthless, this is
become head of [the] corner, and a stone of stumbling and rock of
offence; [who] stumble at the word, being disobedient, to which also
they have been appointed.

It is a mistake to think the Jews were appointed to be disobedient. God is not the
Author of sin and disobedience. Israel, being disobedient, was appointed to
“stumble at the word,” stumbling over the stumbling stone. And so they were
blinded. Hardening by God is not the cause of disobedience and sin and
stumbling over Christ; judicial hardening follows upon man s hardening himself
against God. ¥’

In Pharaoh we saw the hardening of an individual and it was pointed out
that the hardening by God took place after Pharaoh repeatedly hardened his
heart.

Hardening follows man s manifested infidelity in view of some
testimony that God has provided.

There is no such thing as an eternal decree of reprobation that hardens
sinners in advance (or any other kind of eternal decree of reprobation).

Reprobation follows man s manifested infidelity in view of
some testimony that God has provided.

See Rom. 1:24, 26, 28.

Stumbling at the stumblingstone follows man s manifested
disobedience in view of some testimony that God has

provided.
Ed.
37. See my , available from Present Truth
Publishers.
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God’s Word
Versus Covenantism

It is quite possible to show (and indeed it has been done) that amillennialism,
historicism, postmillennialism, preterism and posttribulationism are false prophetic
schemes. Generally underlying these schemes is Covenantism, i.e., Covenant
Theology, in some degree, which molds Scripture into a system whereby God’s
spiritual blessings are mediated through an overall Covenant of Grace which shows
itself as various Covenants. The Christian, therefore must be under the New
Covenant, for, according to Covenant Theology dicta, God does not spiritually
bless apart from covenanted blessings.

Whenever needed to ensure that the Christian is under a covenant, a
hermeneutic of spiritual alchemy is used to transmute what is literally meant in the
OT prophets, regarding the kingdom for Israel, into references to the NT church
(assembly of God). ' In order to support this interpretive alchemy, certain NT
guideposts that orient the understanding toward dispensational truth must be
knocked down and contradicted. The purpose in this short article is to state several
of these sign posts, which, of course, Covenantism explains away in some manner
so that the system appears supported by Scripture.

Two prominent anti-Covenantism sign posts appear in Romans; the first is
this:
. . my kinsmen according to flesh; who are Israelites; whose [is] the

adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the law giving, and the
service, and the promises; whose [are] the fathers . . . (Rom. 9:4, 5).

These covenants are the covenants of promise (Eph. 2:12) -- Abrahamic, to
Phinehas, Davidic, and New Covenant -- to which Gentiles are strangers, as being
outside the commonwealth of Israel, as are all Gentiles, saved or lost, now and
in the millennium. No Gentile is a kinsman of Paul “according to flesh,” i.e.,
according to that character -- and the covenants are for Paul’s kinsmen according
to that character. We know that after the future purging of rebels (Ezek. 20) Israel
shall all be righteous (Isa. 60:21; Rom. 11:26), but only elect Jews, Paul’s
kinsmen according to flesh, have the covenants. The Christian is not under any
covenant.

The second sign post in Romans is the concomitant secrecy of the mystery:

. . according to [the] revelation of [the] mystery, as to which silence
has been kept in [the] times of the ages, but [which] has now been made

1. This is done along with acknowledgment of figurative and symbolic language, as well as
apocalyptic language, in both the OT and NT.
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manifest, and by prophetic scriptures . . . (Rom. 11:25, 26).

The prophetic Scriptures which make the mystery known are, of course, the NT
prophetic Scriptures written by the Apostle Paul. Covenantism transmutes silence
into partial silence. If this is not done Covenantism cannot be true, nor the various
prophetic schemes that are held under that umbrella. But silence = silence.

. the mystery which [has been] hidden from ages and from
generations, but has now been made manifest to his saints (Col. 1:26).

This mystery was hidden from time periods and from generations of persons. Is
that so difficult to understand? Where was the mystery hidden?

. . . what is the administration of the mystery hidden throughout the ages

in God (Eph. 3:9).
“Silence,” “hidden from ages and generations,” “hidden throughout the ages in
God” -- how was God to say this if that is what He really intended to say? He did
say it, did He not?

It was not hidden in the OT. It was “hidden throughout the ages in God” The
OT did not speak of the mystery. Types in the OT are not a violation of this
“silence.” “Types” is a good word, especially as it is found in 1 Cor. 10:11 in
reference to some things mentioned by Paul that are typical of us. We should be
comfortable with that word because it is used by the Spirit of such things as we are
discussing. Types did not inform the OT saints of a NT truth. Types fall within
“silence has been kept” and comply with “hidden from.” A type is only seen as
a type now that the mystery is revealed.

In Heb. 8:5 we are informed that the tabernacle was a shadow of heavenly
things.

1) The tabernacle was a shadow of heavenly things;

2) silence was kept concerning the mystery;

3) therefore, shadows (and types) are not a violation of silence kept.

Had it turned out that there was no mystery, there would not be the types -- even
if the OT was the same. It is interesting that there is no type of the one body.

Another remarkable concomitant point is the announcement of the kingdom
as at hand by John the Baptist (Matt. 3), by the Lord (Matt. 4:17) and by the
disciples (Matt. 10). The people held John to be a prophet. It is generally admitted
that the Jews were expecting a literal fulfilment of the kingdom prophesied by the
OT prophets. However, if John came preaching a kingdom in accordance with the
alchemization of the Covenantist hermeneutic -- some kind of spiritual kingdom
envisioned by Covenantism -- they would not have held him to be a prophet

In fact, the Jews who heard the OT prophets and read their writings had no
basis to understand the prophecies in any other way than that a literal kingdom was
prophesied. Of course, these prophecies might well be understood literally.



Thy Precepts 22:4 July/Aug 2007 159

The well-known amillennialist, O. T. Allis, in his polemic against
dispensational truth, stated this:

The Old Testament prophecies if literally interpreted cannot be regarded

as having been fulfilled or as being capable of fulfillment in this present

age. 2

What here concerns us is the phrase “thy people.” From the Old
Testament standpoint this passage like Jeremiah’s [Jer. 30:7] might be
regarded as referring exclusively to Israel. But we have seen that the

New Testament gives a larger meaning and scope to Old Testament
prophecies which seem to be restricted to Israel . . . .3

So the OT prophecies could, as a matter of fact, be “literally interpreted” and
they “seem to be restricted to Israel.” The godly Jew really had no other choice
but to understand it that way. It is the New Testament, he alleges, that gives
a larger meaning and scope. Old Testament prophecies might be regarded as
referring exclusively to Israel. And how was the godly Jew to know that it only
seems that way and there was going to be a New Testament that would give a
“larger meaning and scope”? Moreover:

& If the meaning and scope were enlarged, what was the meaning and
scope in the Old Testament before it was enlarged in the New Testament?

4 What was Daniel to understand by “thy people” (Dan. 9:24) before this
term was allegedly enlarged?

This raises the question -- was God deceiving Daniel and the Jews? So, after all,
God did tell the Old Testament Jews that there would be a literal kingdom, and the
expectation of it was correct. *

What basis did the Jews have to understand the prophecies other than literally?
What basis did John the Baptist have to understand the prophecies other than
literally, as every Jew had to understand them? And what is it that would lead a
Christian to think John preached a Covenantist notion of the kingdom to the Jews
and that the Jews held John to be a prophet in doing so? When we submit to the
plain statements concerning the fact that the covenants are for Paul’s kinsmen
according to flesh, and that silence was kept concerning the mystery, we will
hardly have to force John the Baptist into a Covenantist mold.

The Lord Jesus preached the same message in Matt. 4:17 -- before the turning
point in Matt. 12, the moral rejection of Himself, consequent upon which He

2. Prophecy and the Church, p. 238.
3. Ibid., p. 209.

4. This concerning O. T. Allis was transcribed from Elements of Dispensational Truth, vol. 1,
which goes into these matters in more detail.
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began to unfold the heretofore hidden mysteries of the kingdom (Matt. 13).

Then in Matt. 10 we see the disciples preaching the same kingdom message.
Let us suppose that they were preaching the kingdom as spiritually alchemized by
Covenantism. That would mean that the disciples were not expecting a literal
kingdom and they were actually preaching a Covenantist-type kingdom as at hand.
How strange then, that in Acts 1:6 we read of them asking:

Lord, is it at this time that thou restorest the kingdom to Israel?

If they had been preaching a Covenantist-type kingdom in Matt. 10, they would
have known there never was going to be a literal kingdom for Israel.
k %k ok %k ok

Now, one can always renew efforts to explain Scripture away so as to
maintain a cherished theological system. How good it is to submit to the Scriptures
rather than do as the amillennialist commentator, W. Hendrickson, who
illustrates the idea that the mystery as to which silence was kept can be found
widely spoken of in the OT. What he does is equate the mystery with OT
predictions of the future blessing in which Gentiles would share (actually
Scriptures that are millennial in fulfillment); and then, of course, finds the
silence spoken everywhere in the OT. Commenting on Eph. 3:5, he wrote:

The Old Testament writers, in fact, did know about it and referred to it again

and again (Gen. 12:3; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14; Ps. 72; 87; Isa. 11:10; 49:6;

54:1-3; 60:1-3; Hos. 1:10; Amos 9:11ff; Mal. 1:11, to mention only a few

references). >
“To mention only a few references”! Look how easy it is for Covenantists to
find what Scripture says was hidden from ages and generations! This is a
mystery as to which silence was kept? or, as the Lexicon of Arndt and
Gingrich said: “a secret that was concealed for long ages”? Is this not, in
reality, a mockery of God’s word, whether intended or not? -- and I doubt not
that no disrespect for God’s word was willfully intended. It is the exigency of
a false theological system clouding the mind.

Covenantism practically equates the mystery of Christ and the church with
salvation, puts the Church under an earthly covenant (covenants are for the
earthlies) and undermines the heavenly position of the saints.

R. A. Huebner

5. New Testament Commentary: Galatians and Ephesians, Grand Rapids: Baker, p. 154, 1990.
He remarked that there was something not made clear in the OT: “. . . the old theocracy would
be completely abolished and in its place would arise a new organism in which the Gentiles and the
Jews would be placed on a footing of perfect equality,” ibid. “Not made clear”? There is not the
slightest hint about it. At any rate, what we see here is that some of the mystery is found all over
the OT and some was not made clear in the OT.
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