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lifted up from the earth before He went to heaven. Everything in this world was
shut out; even the disciples were shut out. He said to them “ye cannot follow me”
now; and then God is glorified as the consequence of the cross. We have it in the
tabernacle; when a man went into the court, he met the altar first. The first thing
we meet is the cross. Christ was lifted up in view of the world; but He is neither
on earth nor in heaven, and the grand question is, when man turns Christ out of
the world, can He do such a work that God can take Him to heaven? “I will draw
all men unto me”" is in contrast with the Jews who rejected Christ. He will draw
all men unto Himself. In John 3 it is not merely that man is a sinner, but

we speak that we do know and testify that we have seen, and ye receive not
our witness. If I have told you earthly things and ye believe not, how shall
ye believe if I tell you of heavenly things?

He brings down heavenly things which no one receives at all; and so in the next
chapter He goes to Samaria, and grace comes out in God giving from Himself
without expecting anything of man.

God giveth not the Spirit by measure

isthere spoken of the Lord. | believeit isan abstract principle that the Holy Ghost
comes, and is not a mere influence of which you may have more or less.

Collected Writings of J. N. Darby 26:268
But now in Christ I get the end of man’s history. I read:

Now once in the end of the world * hath he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself.

Why does He say that when the end is not come yet? It is because the breach is
total {emphasis added} at the cross between God and the world; as to the full
history of man’s probation the end is come; it was the end before God when once
man had rejected God’ s own Son.

Collected Writings of J. N. Darby 32:365

The doctrine of the non-eternity of punishment is a thrust of Satan’s against the
Son of God. If he can make out that the punishment of sin is a thing that can wear
itself out -- a finite thing -- then the work that has met it is a finite work, and the
person who wrought the work is a finite person. But an eternity of misery can
never measure the extent of the work of Christ on the cross, or bridge the distance
that lies between the lowest hell due to my sin and the throne of God, where He
has seated Him who now measures my nearness to Himself, even as He measured
my distance when on the cross (H. H. M.).

Food for the Flock 1:154

14. {It was the end of the ages; i.e., the end of the ages of trial of the first man to show that he was
not recoverable from the fall.}
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God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them;

but He was wholly rejected, “despised and rejected of men.” When He came,
there was no man; when He called, there was none to answer.

He spake that he knew, and testified that he had seen; and no man received

his testimony.
But God has reconciled us to Himself by the death of His Son. The condition of
man as asinner is not merely now hisfall in Adam, so that he fled from God, and
that God had driven him out; but that when in the person of Christ God came into
thisworld, ruined and fallen as it was, into which man had sunk when driven out,
and was embellishing under Satan’s power as well as he could, far from God; --
when He came as man, overcoming Satan’ swiles, delivering from Satan’ s power,
having bound the strong man in the temptation, and then spoiling his goods,
bearing man’ ssorrowsand carrying their infirmities; -- when God wasin thisworld
of woe, man, as far as he could, turned Him out, only, blessed be His name! to
destroy the power of Satan in death itself,

put away sin by the sacrifice of himself,

and reveal the perfect love of God, and enter as aredeemer and asanew risen man
into the presence of God, not back into an earthly paradise, as a man ignorant of
good and evil, but into a heavenly one in glory, into His Father's house itself,
where He is gone to prepare a place for us; that there, in the sweetest and best of
nearnesses, He may be the first-born among many brethren, for He is gone to

his Father and our Father, his God and our God,

to have us as His bride and His body with Himself -- His brethren, as personally
before the Father, His bride, yea His body, in our nearness to Himself.

Collected Writings of J. N. Darby 15:269
Clinging to?

The world could not understand Christ; but He knew the world thoroughly. He
was ever mixing with everybody, but always Himself, and never of the world; and
we are by rights as much strangers in it as He was. Flesh, and Satan; and the
world always go together; but he was ever drawing round Him everything that was
of God, and judging all that was not. If you were a great man you would get a
good place in an inn, if you were a little man you would get a little place; but He
got no place at all. Have your souls got the thorough conviction that you have
none either? and that all that you have got to do in it is to overcome.

Even if we do not cling to the world, how it clings to us! If Christ had His
place it could not. If it were last night that the Lord Jesus had been put to death by
the world, would any of us be hail fellows well met with it? What matters it
whether it was last night or 1800 years ago? Some are insisting on belonging to
this world and to Christ too. I say you are wonderful people if you can. Christ
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could not. All I do is to get through it as earnestly and as fast as ever I can. (JND)
Food for the Flock 1:301.

The purpose of the Serpent in the garden was to withdraw Eve from the condition
in which the Lord God had put her. She was to sacrifice that, and get advancement
from him. She consented; and at once as a “chaste virgin” she was ruined.

The church, like the Eve of Gen., should be what the hand of God has made
her. The cross has brought her nigh to God, but estranged her from the world.
And when the principles of the world propose to cultivate and advance the church,
and such proposal is listened to, we see again, what of old we saw in Gen. 3, the
mystic Eve has lost her virgin purity. '

The Serpent would fain give man a garden again. And a happier garden it shall
be than God once gave him. He shall have every tree in it. The world shall be a
wise world, a religious world, a cultivated world, a delightful place, and still
advancing. The man of benevolence, the man of morals, the religious and the
intellectual man, the man of refined pleasures, all will find their home in it. And
this shall be the world’s oneness. And all who desire their fellow-creatures’
happiness, and the common rest, after so many centuries of confusion and trouble,
will surely not refuse to join this honorable and happy confederacy.

Nothing will withstand all this but “the love of the truth” -- nothing but faith
in that word which gathers a sinner to Jesus and His blood, and the hopes of a
poor world-wearied believer to Jesus and his kingdom. Come what may to you,
beloved, though it be moral or refined or religious in its bearing, it is
“unrighteousness, ” if it be not of “the truth” (2 Thess. 2) [J. G. B.]

Food for the Flock 1:96.
“Lord, What Wouldst Thou Have Me to Do?

“Lust” is the stretching forth the hand to take something for self. If God say,
Take, it is no lust to take. But, if the very crown prepared by God for you were
there, and you took it unbidden by Him, it would be lust. God has sheltered us in
Christ; “walk in the spirit,” then, “and you shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.”
Lust is the very essence of the world. “Lo, I come to do thy will,” was Christ’s,
way. Wherever there is a “Thus saith the Lord,” though it be even going to the
stake, you will find a joy, a calmness, which you will never find in stolen waters
taken for yourself. A path utterly unblameable may be pursued, and yet God may
say, I did not put you there; and this comes in to interfere with the sustainment of
quiet peace in the heart. Is it with me, “Lord, what wouldst thou have me to do?”
“Lo I come to do thy will?” recognizing obedience to God as the one great thing

1. {He is speaking of spiritual matters.}
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[G. V. W.]. Food for the Flock 4:18.

Christians are continually asking what they may do, and what they may not do; but
if you and I get the sense of what it is to be one with that Christ at God’s right
hand it is perfectly simple. I am just to walk down here as Christ walked. Oh! but
the world would hinder me. Noj; the power of Christ has cleared everything away;
to faith every single difficulty has gone, in the resurrection of Christ. Our hearts
too easily accept difficulties, and suit themselves to a low standard of walk; but He
shows me that I am one with Him, and that the thoughts and desires of the Head
are to give character to me, His member, down here [J. B.].

Food for the Flock 4:15.

“He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.”
Many Christians have not His commandments: Why? Because they have
something else. If they were walking like Christ they would have the ear opened,
and have the communication of His mind and wish. But it is attentiveness of heart
that gets this; where there is this, Christ is faithful to show what He wishes, and
if we are walking in relationship with Him we shall know it. The spirit that wants
His will listens for it; but I must want that first of all, and only that, if I would
please Him [J. N. D.].

Food for the Flock 4:134.

Scripture says this is night, this season between Christ’s rejection and His coming
again. When He returns it will be all blessed and. bright; but till then His people
are here with widowed hearts, though one with Him at God’s. right hand, having
fellowship and communion with Him there, and getting power from on high. And
this power enables me to sink the old thing -- to reckon dead that which wants
position, and influence, and place here. The very fact that we should be fretting
for such things is a sign of the working of the old man that belongs to earth and
to such things. But I have power to walk in conscious deliverance from the man
that has his heart set on this scene [J. B.].

Food for the Flock 5:210.

“Then Jacob said, Put away the strange gods.” Bethel {meaning “house of God”}
was filling the gaze of his soul, commanding the powers of his heart, and he says
everything must be suitable to that. The hindrances are discovered.

It is sometimes said, “What are the hindrances ? How am I to know them?”

If you set out to be for God, you will soon find out what they are. When the
soul has Bethel before it, it seeks to answer it, and every thing that is unsuited to
it must go. Do not tell me things will drop off like autumn leaves. They must be
“put away” {emphasis added} [W. T. T.].

Food for the Flock 5:33.
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