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Introduction 

It may come as a surprise to many to learn 
that decline has set in even in the views of many 
saints concerning the grand scope of the gospel. 
Generally speaking, defective views of the gospel 
will have its effect on those who hear it preached. 
How well it is if all who seek to serve the Lord do 
so with the desire that their service receive the 
Lord 1s approval! How needful, then, that we all 
should keep before us what Paul 1s gospel (Rom. 16: 
25) is, in order that we might measure our service
by it and secure God 1s objects. It is important to 
all who would serve the Lord that His mind and 
ways are studied to find out what pleases Him. 
Service ought to be the result of communion, but 
our hearts are such that we might serve in place of 
communion. Our Levitical service should be under 
the direction of our Priesthood and thus it will have 
the character of priestly service. In order to real
ize this we must increasingly become acquainted with 
the mind of Cod and thus we will learn how to serve 
Him acceptably. This is true regarding gospel 
preaching as well as preaching other lines of truth. 
And thus it is needful for us to know what Paul 
meant by "MY gospel 11 (Rom.2:16; 16:25; 2 Tim. 
2: 8). 

When considering Paul's gospel, it will help us 
to a clearer understanding to consider first the fol
lowing three subjects: 
1. The commission of Matthew 28.
2. The good news preached before the crucifixion.
3. The preaching of the twelve after Pentecost.

In contrasting the preaching of the twelve after 
Pentecost with Paul 1s gospel, we must not slip into 
deprecation of what they preached, because what 
they preached is the fundamental truth of the gospel, 
without which a person cannot be saved. See 1 
Cor.15:3,4,11. We may distinguish things without 
separating or disjointing them. The unfolding of a 
more enlarged view of the gospel should never di
minish in our minds the importance of other aspects 
of the gospel which may not be as comprehensive. 
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by the Lord at the judgment of the nations (Matt. 25 : 
31 , 32) , where His brethren, the preachers of the 
gospel of the kingdom, are distinguished from .fill 
nations. 

Those familiar with the dispensational setting of 
Matthew's gospel will recognize the peculiar force 
such expressions as "all nations" and "the comple
tion of the age" have in this gospel. 

Clearly then, the commission of Matthew 28 
applies to the period of time following the rapture, 
and will be carried out by preachers raised up of 
God among the Jewish remnant. Their baptizing 
and teaching will disciple all nations, turning many 
to righteousness by teaching them the things Christ 
taught His disciples here on earth. 

Seeing that this commission applies to the Jew
ish preachers in a coming period explains an inter
esting matter. In John 20: 1 7 our Lord says to 
Mary, 11 Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended 
to my Fat her; but go to my brethren and say to 
them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and 
[to] my God and your God. 11 John views our Lord 
as come from the Father to accomplish the work 
that He was given to do and ascend to the Father. 
Meanwhile there would be the assembly, concerning 
which we get a picture typically in John 20: 19-29. 
Mary would lay hold of Him as the risen Mess-
iah in connection with Israel. No, says the Lord. 
I must ascend. But Matthew, as inspired by the 
Spirit, presents Christ especially as King and es
pecially in His relation to Israel. In Matt. 28: 9 the 
women are seen holding Him and no hindrance is 
made. The lesson is that they lay hold of Him as 
the risen Messiah in connection with Israel. All 
power is given to Him and He is seen commission
ing the remnant of Israel. 

Those who contend that Matthew 28 is the 
11 marching orders of the church" have failed to rec
ognize the dispensational character of things in 
Matthew's gospel, and more particularly the implica
tion of Paul 1s statement, 11 1 was not sent to baptize" 
( 1 Cor. 1: 1 7) . If Matthew 28 is the marching or

ders of the church, then clearly it is the marching 
orders for Paul. It was a serious neglect of his 
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Paul's Gospel-

-The Gospel of the Glory and Grace

THE GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF GOD 
The. gospel of the glory has two aspects and 

one is the complement of the other. Paul, as we 
have seen, repeatedly speaks of "my gospel" and in 
1 Tim .1: 11 speaks of it as "the glad tidings (gospel) 
of the glory of the blessed God. 11 The gospel of the 
glory of God is the good news that God has been 
fully glorified! ! ! 

''When therefore he was gone out Jesus 
says, Now is the Son of man glorified, and 
God is glorified in him. If God be glorified in 
him, God also shall glorify him in himself, and 
shall glorify him immediately" (John 13: 31, 32). 

"I have glorified thee on the earth, I have 
completed the work which thou gavest me that 
I should do it'' (John 17:4). 

Grace is very much more than II unmerited fa
vour; 11 it is '' God for us in all that He is II and in 
spite of our natural enmity. Now, God is light and 
God is love. He cannot overlook sin. He demands 
100% satisfaction, but man is bankrupt. But if God 
would overlook sin, we cannot count on His justice. 
Thus He might change His mind later. A god that 
could merely bypass sin, or some sins, is a god 
made in man's image. He would be as uncertain 
and unstable as man. Our hearts could not find rest 
in the mere overlooking of sin. God is light; and 
grace is God for us, as light just as well as love. 
His perfect hatred and abhorrence of sin has 
wrought for our good. God has acted consistently 
with His own nature as light ( which manifests the 
true character of everything-John 1). He demands 
100% satisfaction for sin. Our Lord Jesus has com
pletely satisfied that demand and now God has a 
righteous basis upon which to forgive the sins of 
those who appropriate the work of that blessed One 
Who has rendered that satisfaction to God (Rom. 3: 
23-26). 11 God is satisfied with Jesus, 11 well may 
we sing. This is the ground of eternal security, i ,e. 
that God has acted consistently with ALL that He is.

- 17 -



God has maintained His integrity and consistency and 
we may rest in the finished work. The righteous
ness of God is the consistency with Himself in all 
that He is. So the fact that God is light has worked 
for our good. When we think of the cross we 
mostly think that God is love. However, in the 
cross we see both: God is light and God is love. 

But we do not wish to be occupied with man's 
benefit here . Sin is an outrageous affront to the 
Creator and Moral Governor of the universe. A
tonement, i.e. propitiation, is the rendering of a full 
satisfaction to God for the outrage of sin against the 
nature of God Who is light. Think of the awful au
dacity of the creature to make god of himself by 
daring to do his own will! Eternal punishment, the 
outer darkness, the weeping 

I 
wailing and gnashing 

of teeth, are his just reward for such an act that 
sullies the majesty of God. We cannot find words 
strong enough to reprobate the creature 1s (our) 
affront to God I s majesty. And into the very scene 
where this goes on every day, a place where 11the 
ploughing of the wicked is sin 11 (Prov. 21: 4) 

1 
has 

entered the One Who always did those things that 
pleased the Father. 

Think of the qualifications of this blessed One! 
Someone said that it takes a cloud to meet a cloud. 
In Leviticus 16 we find two clouds. One is the she
kinah, the glory cloud of the presence of the God of 
Israel, between the cherubim; demanding, in accord
ance with what He is in Himself, that death be 
brought before Him. Who can meet the glory cloud? 
There is a cloud of incense• on the fire, brought 
into the holy of holies. It denotes God's Christ in 
all the perfections and excellencies of His own Per
son; that forms the cloud of acceptable incense. And 
so the only One Who was qualified went to the cross, 
and the fire of the burnt offering judgment, and all 
that rose up was what brought glory to God. The 
fire brought out from the Person of Christ only what 
met the glory of God. 

What a mighty atonement was wrought! What 
glory to God as He brought infinite satisfaction for 
the outrage of sin against the majesty and nature of 
God! His blood was shed (John 19: 34; 1 John S: 6; 
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Lev.16) and God was SATISFIED and raised Him 
from among the dead. Even if no sinner was ever 
saved, yet God was glorifed (John 1 7: 4) . His 
glorification stands independently of man 1s blessing, 
although man 1s blessing is directly dependent on the 
fact that full satisfaction was made to God. God 
being thus so immeasurably and fully glorified , He 
must raise Him Who has done it from the dead and 
give Him glory ( 1 Pet. 1: 21) ; - give our Lord Jesus 
a place worthy of, and commensurate with, the 
depths to which He had gone into death. Think of 
the Holy One becoming the sin-bearer, the bearer 
of that vile, foul and loathsome rebellion against God! 
THINK!! 

Oh, come, my soul, and gaze 
On that great grief, that crown of thorn, 
See there in deep amaze 

Thy sentence borne • 
There was a moral obligation on the part of 

God to give Christ glory. God must be true to 
Himself. His unalterable moral truth that transcends 
all dispensation is that he who humbles himself shall 
be exalted. Who has humbled himself as has our 
Lord Jesus? The place given must be commensur
ate with the place taken in His humiliation and deg
radation. The platform upon which Solomon as
cended and led the praises of Israel, someone said, 
is equal in height to the brazen altar. Even in this 
world "He !ill!fil reign11 {1 Cor.15:25). It is a 
moral necessity that where He took the lowest place, 
He shall have the highest. But there is even more 
than this. 

11 Christ has been raised up from among 
(the] dead by the glory of the F ather11 {Rom. 
6 :4). 

Wm. Kelly remarks, 
1 1 It is a poor interpretation to take the Father's 

glory as equivalent to His almightiness or power, 
Every motive which animates Him morally, every 
way and end whereby He is set forth in His per
fections, all that goes forth in excellence and de
light, not toward the creature only but His Son, 
was exercised in raising up the Lord Jesus. 11 

(Notes on Romans; London: G.Morrish, 
18 7 3 , p • 86 • ) 
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And so He has ascended far above all heavens 
that He might fill all things (Eph.4:10). Oh how 
He fills the heart of God with delight and satisfaction! 
God finds all His rest in Christ. He fills the Fa
ther's throne (Rev.3:21) without wrong. But does 
He fill your and my heart? 

There is good news: God has been immeas
urably and everlastingly glorified. Who is preaching 
the good news of the glory of God ( 1 Tim .1: 11)? 

THE GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF CHRIST 
There is good news that Christ has been glor

ified (2 Cor.4:4)' ! ! ! 
God has glorified Christ in a way that answers 

to, and is commensurate with, the glory that He 
brought to God. How will the value of the work on 
the cross be measured? What measuring tape shall 
be used? None. There is only one thing capable 
of declaring and measuring the infinite value of that 
work to God. God answers with glory! He has 
glorified the Lord Jesus and placed Him in the high
est place. 

11 But if also our gospel is veiled , it is veiled 
in those that are lost; in whom the god of this 
world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, 
so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the 
glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, 
should not shine forth [ for them]. For we do 
not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, 
and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake. 11 

The light that Paul saw conveyed to him the 
glory of Christ. That light came from the glory. 
And with what did it cause Paul to be occupied? He 
did not know himself to be a sinner nor was there 
a sense of sin, because he lived just concerning the 
law of God. But what he saw occupied him with 
Another. That's what the gospel of the glory does. 
It conveys to us the Blesser, occupying us with 
Himself instead of just the benefits received, It de
clares: the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. It is very much more than 
relief from our miseries; it gives to us a new place 
for our sight. It conveys to us the glory of God 
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resting upon the Christ of God, the exalted Man. It 
conveys to us a Man in God's glory. What a stu
pendous thought! Christ has carried humanity right 
up to the very throne of the Father and wears our 
nature ( sin apart) there, in His body of glory, as 
these lines are read. As we meditate upon this 
wondrous fact more and more, it staggers our 
minds and calls forth the worship of His purged 
worshippers. When He had by Himself made puri
fication for sins, He set Himself down at the right 
hand of the Greatness on high. The grace now 
flows from this place. Another has said, 

"The grace comes from the glory, not from 
the cross. The cross is the basis of it all, 
but the light shines down from the finish, and 
the nearer you get to the glory the more you 
know your welcome ; the more assured you are 
that it is your place according to God; and the 
effect on you is; that Christ personally absorbs 
your heart. This is the gospel of the glory. I 
am not only clear of all that was against me, 
but I have appropriated His death, and as I fol
low Him to where He is, I am transformed into 
the same image. 11 

Scope of the Gospel, pp.154,155. 

11The gospel of the glory is that He has not 
only cleared us of everything that was against 
us, but that we have boldness through His blood, 
to share with Him in His own blessedness in the 
presence of God-we share in the blessedness of 
what Christ is to God. Every one who has 
seen His glory inside the veil will be so trans
formed in taste into moral correspondence to 
Him , that he could not be found here in any 
place, but going forth unto Him without the 
camp, bearing His reproach. • . No one rises 
higher than his altar; that is, he cannot be for 
Christ here where all is adverse to Him, if he 
does not know Him where all the glory of God 

rests on Him. This is the gospel of the glory. 
When you know Him thus, you will be inside 
the veil with Him, and outside the camp, bear
in His reproach. 11 ibid. , pp. 182,183. 
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Another says, 
11What a joy it is, that when man was proved 

irretrievably lost, God in the gospel reveals 
His righteousness justifying the believer in the 
most glorious way! For it is not only in what 
the blood of Christ effects that his sins should 
be cleansed away atoningly, but that the believ
er himself should enter the new and heavenly 
place, yea in Christ as He is in glory before 
God. Thus if no one saw the heavenly vision 
as the apostle did, every Christian is entitled 
to say that he has the substance of the blessing 
which was made known to Saul and through 
him to all who believe His word. The grace 
of God gratuitously met him in his sins when 
he bowed to Christ; it has also made him to 
become God's righteousness in Him, not as 
He was but as He is in heavenly glory. 

11 No wonder then that the apostle could 
speak of the gospel of God's glory. For if 
love brought down the Son to us as the only 
but perfectly efficacious propitiation for our 
sins, He so glorified Him in Himself, and 
gives us to become His righteousness in that 
glory, whence the light of Christ in glory 
reached our dark hearts, and we are hence
forth identified with Him there. The light of 
the knowledge of God's glory in the face of 
Jesus Christ was not for Saul of Tarsus only, 
but through his inspired testimony that the Cor
inthian saints of old and that we now who be
lieve might know ourselves blessed after the 
same rich pattern. What wondrous grace to be 
a Christian in the simple, unadulterated, and full 
faith of Christ according to the gospel of His 

glory! How unutterably wretched to be anything 
less! Between the two there is no middle 
ground of standing sanctioned by God. Chris
tendom is utterly short of the truth, and hasten
ing full sail into the abyss of the apostasy. 11 

(BT, N. S. , vol. 5, p. 363) 
The glory of the Lord is a formative power in 

our lives if we are beholding it. 
11 But Y:!.!!l all, looking on the glory of the Lord, 
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with unveiled face, are transformed according 
to the same image from glory to glory, even 
as by [the] Lord [ the] Spirit." (2 Cor.3:18) 

Does God want us to look on the Lord, to behold 
the Lord? How could anyone say no? But the 
verse does not say 'looking on the Lord.' It in
cludes that, no doubt, but we all should be looking 
on the glory of the Lord. We ought to have our 
hearts occupied with the place given to the Worthy 
One. There is no place too high for Him in heav
en. 

"Join all the glorious names 
Of wisdom, love, and power, 
That mortals ever knew, 
That angels ever bore; 
All are too mean to speak His worth, 
Too mean to set the Saviour forth. 11 

The glory of the Lord is the expression and meas
ure of the satisfaction and glory brought to the One 
Who put Christ there! To look upon Hirn there 
means to meditate upon and enjoy in the soul what 
we have been considering in these pages about how 
He has propitiated God and how God has responded 
to this by placing Christ in the glory. And accord
ing to 2 Cor. 3: 18 this beholding the glory of the 
Lord will have a transforming effect upon us. 

The male child Who is going to shepherd the 
nations with a rod of iron was caught up to God and 
to His throne (Rev. 12) • The apostle Paul was 
caught up to that very scene of glory and HEARD 
things which in our present condition cannot be com
municated. And, oh, how blessed to think of it, 
that One Who is crowned with glory and honour will 
Himself (John 14: 3) descend into the air and we too 
shall be caught up ( 1 Thes .4: 17 ), right into that 
scene where the glory of God rests upon Him. 
Then in a fuller way, face to face ( 1 Cor. 13: 12), 
we shall behold the glory of the Lord ( John 17: 24 ). 
But that scene is meant to form us now. A man is 
formed by his object, be it money, power, fame, 
pleasure, etc. Is Christ in glory our object? If so, 
there will be a transformation ( imperceptible to our
selves, no doubt) to moral correspondence to Him
self and to what is suitable to that scene of glory 
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into which we shall shortly be introduced. 

THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD 
Grace is much, much more than unmerited 

fa'(our. Surely it includes that; but grace is God 
for us in ALL that He is. God is light (1 John 1: 

.5) and God is love (1 John 4:8). Light exposes 
the true character of everything ( Eph. 5: 13) • And 
God causes us to be where He is. All Christians 
walk in the light ( 1 John 1: 7) , although we may not 
always walk according to the light. We would not 
be happy with a god who is not light. Such are 
the capricious gods of the Gentiles. God is always 
true to Himself, always consistent. He has demand
ed the exaction of the sentence and Christ has ren
dered the satisfaction. God is light and is satisfied 
and glorified, as light, in the work upon the cross. 
And now His love is free to go out to the sinner 
because He is righteous in doing so since He, as 
light, is satisfied with the work of atonement. He 
must be just when He justifies the sinner (Rom, 3: 
26). 

The eternal satisfaction thus rendered manifests 
God for us as light. He has demanded and He has 
paid ! God, as light, thus wrought for us: wond
rous thought! So God is for us as light and as 
love. This is what we mean by saying that grace 
is God for us in all that He is and in spite of our 
natural enmity. ls that not much more grand than 
only seeing unmerited favour in the word 1 grace 1? 

Paul testified the gospel of the grace of God 
( Acts 20: 24} . God having been propitiated and 
glorified, and Christ having been glorified commen
surate with the humbling that brought God such 
glory, grace pours forth from the glorified Christ to 
Gentiles who were without God and without hope in 
the world (Eph.2:13). Oh, look to the pit from 
whence we have been digged ! Look to the gloom 
of darkness (Jude 13), away from God FOREVER. 
Without God, without hope! Lost, lost, LOST!!! 
Gentile dogs, strangers to the covenants of promise. 

The iron-willed persecutor of the Way (Acts 
22 :4) is suddenly struck down by the glory of a 
brightness above the noonday sun. The very One 
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he was unwittingly persecuting suddenly appears to 
him in the blaze of His glory and he discovers that 
he is persecuting Christ Himself, since he was per
secuting Christ 1s own (Acts 9: 5). It is the first 
hint of the truth- of the one .body and the union of the 
members with Christ (Acts 9:4; 1 Cor.6:17; 12:12, 
1 3  , etc. ) . 

Straightway he goes into the synagogue and 
preaches Christ as the Son of God (Acts 9:20). 
All believers knew Christ as such, of course , but 
Paul especially emphasized this. It is Christ as Son 
of God that is the foundation of the church (Ma.tt.16: 
16-18). The Lord subsequently appeared to Paul
in other revelations (Acts 26: 16) and to him was
committed those lines of truth which unfold the eternal
purpose of God (Eph.3: 1 1 )  and which fill up the
Word of God ( Col. 1 :  25).

Paul serves as a delineation of those God would 
save (1 Tim.1:16). Think of the grace of God that 
saved this man ! We think of grace for what are 
called down-and-outers. Paul was an up-and-outer 
(Phil. 3: 4- 7) and withal the first (i.e. as worst) of 
sinners (1 Tim.1 :15). 

But when we think of the scope of the glory 
brought by Christ to God, and how God answered 
and measured this by the corresponding glorification 
of Christ, no wonder that such mighty grace could 
pour forth from Christ in glory to the first of sinners! 
No wonder that he was that elect vessel ( Acts 9: 15 ), 
and one fitted by God to be the bearer of the gospel 
of the glory and the gospel of the grace of God. A 
special administration of the grace of God was com
mitted to him (Eph.3:2 ) and he proclaimed the 
blessed truths that Jew and Gentile were joint-heirs 
and joint-body and joint-partakers ( Eph. 3: 6) . These 
are not mere words, but living realities. We need 
to meditate on what these words really mean and im
ply. The greatness of this grace will then corres
pondingly be magnified in our souls and we shall see 
the connection between the good news of the grace 
of God and the good news of the glory. We shall 
learn that we are justified and made the very right
eousness of God. Yea, wonder of wonders, 11 as 
He is, so are we in the world'' (1 John 4: 17). 
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Our life is hid with Christ in God ( Col. 3: 3), with 
Christ Who is already in the glory. We are new 
creation in Him, linked by the Spirit to the glorified 
Head ( 2 Cor. 5: 17). Thus we will learn to testify 
the good news of the grace of God. Grace is God 
for us in ALL that He is, and in grace He has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heav
enlies in Christ (Eph.1:3). 

SUMMARY 
Paul speaks of ''my gospel" (Rom.2:16; 16:25; 

2 Tim. 2: 8; cp. Gal. 1: 11; 2: 2) , and says II our 
gospel" (1 Thes.1:5; 2 Thes.2:14) when he couples 
others with himself. He preached the foundation 
truths of the gospel, as did the others ( 1 Cor .15: 1-
11), but what he preached he did not learn from 
others. He received it by direct revelation. In 
these revelations he received the foundation truths of 
the gospel , but more besides. Had it been only 
what those at Jerusalem were preaching he could 
not have said, 11 After a lapse of fourteen years I 
went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking 
Titus also with [me]; and l went up according to 
revelation, and l laid before them the glad tidings 
which l preach among the nations ..• 11 (Gal. 2: 1, 2; 
see also Acts 26: 16) • 

Because of these additional truths of the gospel 
received by revelation, Paul speaking of the gospel 
says, "the hope of the glad tidings, which ye have 
heard, which have been proclaimed in the whole 
creation which [ is] under heaven, of which l Paul 
became minister" (Col. 1: 23) • See also Rom. 15: 16. 
He also says of the body of Christ, 11 • • •  his body, 
which is the assembly; of which l became minister, 
according to the dispensation of God which [is] given 
me towards you to complete the word of God, the 
mystery which [has been] hidden from ages and 
from generations, but has now been made manifest 
to his saints; to whom God would make known what 
are the riches of the glory of this mystery among 
the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of 
glory" (Col.1:25-28. See also Eph.3:7.) 

Note well that there are two things of which 
Paul became minister, not became THE minister. 
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Leave the out. He became minister* of these two 
lines of truth, distinguished but not disconnected, in 
a special sense as having special revelations of 
these truths. The connection of these truths is seen 
in the expression "mystery of the gospel" ( E ph. 6: 
30) . It is not the gospel which is called a mystery.
The point is that Paul's gospel is the door to the
unfolding of the mystery. And so to him was com
mitted the gospel of the glory of God ( 1 Tim .1: 11) ,
the gospel of the glory of Christ (2 Cor.4:4), and
the gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24). The
administration of the grace of God towards the Gen
tiles was committed to Paul (Eph.3:2; Gal.2: 8}.
God never gave any man the right to choose to be
lieve the gospel. Paul's gospel and the revelation of 
the mystery are II made known for obedience of faith 
to all the nations" ( Rom .16: 26) • The Lord Jesus 
will be revealed 11 from heaven, in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on those who know not God, and those 
who do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus 
Christ" ( 2 Thes. 1 : 8) • Rather than asking man to 
choose to believe the gospel, 1' God .•• now enjoins 
men that they shall everywhere repent" ( Acts 1 7: 30}. 
See also 1 Pet.4:17; Rom,1:5; 10:16. Josh.24:15 
is not a gospel verse, since used thus it contradicts 
the above Scriptures. Besides, the choice in Josh. 
24: 15 is to choose one 1s gods if it seem evil to 
serve Jehovah. The choice to serve Jehovah, noted 
in Josh. 24: 22, was mere human choice, human will, 
and the book of Judges shows how soon human 
choosing in divine things comes to nothing. God is 
the One Who takes the initiative (John 1: 13; Jas .1 :18; 
1 Pet.1:23; Eph.2:9,10; Rom.9:22,23; 8:29,30; 
2 Tim.1:9; 2:10, etc.) in the new birth and salva
tion. It is all of grace ( Eph. 2: 8) and God is for us 
in all that He is . 

'� ( in the sense of having this committed to him as a 
special commission) 
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Satan's Attack 

on the Gospel of the G Jory of Christ 

One of Satan's special points of attack is that 
"the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the 
Christ, Who is the image of God, should not shine 
forth'' ( 2 Cor .4: 4) • Oh, the subtlety of this attack 
of Satan! Why this special point of attack? It is 
because clouding this clouds the radiancy. The glory 
of Christ is the measure of God's glorification and to 
cloud the radiancy of that glory of Christ is to cloud 
the other. It correspondingly also clouds the scope 
of the grace of God as apprehended in the soul and 
lowers all to merely meeting man's need, blessed 
as the meeting of that need is in its place. But the 
gospel goes vastly beyond the meeting of man's need 
and it is the object of the enemy to hinder the radi
ancy of the good news of the glory of Christ from 
shining to the lost. And as we preach these things 
we are meeting the enemy just where the battle is 
the heaviest. He very well knows why he especi
ally attacks this truth. Do we know why? 
Someone has said, 

"At all times it has been a well-known strata
gem of the enemy, when he cannot prevent the 
promulgation of divine truth, to advance some 
portion of it at the expense and to the neglect of 
much higher and more blessed truths, in order 
to confine the attention of believers to such as 
are of secondary import-however precious they 
may be in themselves-and to keep out of sight, 
or at least in the background, truths of primary 
and deepest importance. " 

J. N .D. well noted that,
"Dwelling exclusively on meeting the sinner's 

need, though true, and revealing God's love, 
always sweet to the soul, lays a narrow basis 
for after-growth." Letters of J. N. D. , 3-445 
( Stow-Hill ed.) 

'' Revival preaching" and gospel preaching in 
general is characterized by just this, "the dwelling 
exclusively on meeting the sinner's need ... and re
vealing God's love .•. " The good news presented 
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is that there is a "fire escape from hell, 11 or a 
''thrill for your life,'' etc. rather than that God has 
been fully glorified. Our beloved and esteemed 
brethren of a past generation saw the decline in the 
character of gospel preaching ( particularly in evan 
gelical Christendom) and wrote warnings about it. 
We do well to note such words as: 

11 1 believe the person of the Lord has lost 
the place-at least in revival preaching-it ought 
to have, and it makes that preaching, though I 
doubt not often blessed, seriously defective. 
Salvation by the love of God to sinners-surely 
a blessed truth-is preached rather than Christ.'' 
ET -11-93. 

" ... going to heaven-an unscriptural expres
sion-has displaced in the evangelical mind the 
coming of the Lord and resurrection." 
ET -11-93. 

Lest any should misunderstand, let me clearly 
say that we are not advocating an abandonment of 
preaching man's need, God's remedy, repentance, 
etc. Paul's gospel includes all of these but doe13 not 
stop there. It has been well expressed as follows: 

"He who knows that he is safe for heaven 
preaches safety; he who knows God's grace in 
forgiving his sins preaches forgiveness; he who 
rejoices in peace preaches peace; and he who 
has Christ dwelling in his heart by faith-Christ, 
as He is, Christ, the hope of glory-preaches 
safety, forgiveness, peace, but all coloured by 
his own personal acquaintance with Christ. The 
less does not include the greater, but the greater 
does take in the less." FF-2-100,101. 

Oh, let us encourage our hearts to learn to 
appreciate Christ more! Let us ask Him to empow
er us to set forth His Person, His work, His glory, 
and God Is glorification and grace. Let us do nothing 
that would in any way hinder ''the radiancy of the 
glad tidings of the glory of Christ" from shining forth. 
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Expressions Containing the Word 
'Gospel' 

GOSPEL OF GOD. lri Rom.1: 1-4 we see the 
glad tidings of Gc,d concerning His Son Who fulfills 
prophecy and is marked out Son of God in pow�r, 
.•• Jesus Christ our Lord. Thus God has given 
the Son arid He is to be owned as Lord. Paul 
carried out the preaching of the gospel of God as a 
sacrificial, or priestly, service, because it has in 
view the offering up of the nations {Rom.15:16,17). 
It was preached free of charge and with much earn
est striving ( 2 Cor. 11: 7; 1 Thes. 2: 2, 5, 11) • 1 Pet. 
4: 1 7 indicates the dire consequences for the diso
bedient. 

GOSPEL OF HIS SON. This is mentioned in 
Rom .1: 9 and speaks of God's heart, God's love, in 
the gift of His Son. Divine affection is told out in 
the Gospel of His Son. 

GOSPEL OF CHRIST. The term 11 Christ" sets 
forth the official place that belongs to the Son of God 
(cf. Acts 2: 36) • As such He has claims upon us. 
The following Scriptures show that the thought of 
responsibility is attached to the expression Gospel of 
Christ; Phil.1:27; 1 Cor.9:12; 2 Cor.2:12,17; 
9: 13; 10: 14; Gal.1: 7; 1 Thes. 3: 2. 

GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST . Not only has the 
Son of God the title "Christ, 1' or "anointed , " but it 
is as Mtm that He has this place; it is "Jesus 
Christ , Son of God." The Gospel of Jesus Christ 
points to the person who has the place. 

GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
( 2 Thes .1: 8) This is the full title of the Christ of 
Cod and sets forth every aspect of His acquired 
glories, and in this none shall ultimately resist Him, 
but all opposers shall feel the might of the strength 
of His power. Note also that man is not presented 
with a choice. He should OEE Y the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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GOSPEL OF PEACE. Reference to Rom .10: 15 
and Eph. 6: 15 shows that feet have a prominent part 
in connection with this. The thought is bringing glad 
tidings of peace. What beautiful feet, perhaps very 
tired and painful feet, sore and swollen from the 
journey, but pressing on to bear good news of 
peace. Beautiful feet are they, says the Holy Spirit, 
if the walk is consistent. 

GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD. The Lord 
had told Paul that he would be a witness of those 
things that he had seen and of that in which He 
would appear to him. And so Paul was a faithful 
witness ( Acts 20: 24) of the grace of God that had 
converted the chief of sinners ( there is only one 
chief; Paul wrote it under inspiration. ) 

GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM (Matt.24: 13). This 
will be preached by the remnant during the tribula
tion. Matt. 24: 1-44 applies to the time of Daniel's 
seventieth week. No doubt this gospel was preached 
before the cross also ( Matt .10: 7) , but the kingdom 
in manifest form is in abeyance, having presently a 
11 mystery 11 form (Matt. 13) because of the rejection of 
the King. 

EVERLASTING GOSPEL. This gospel and the 
gospel of the kingdom are related. Both will be 
proclaimed by the Jewish remnant during the tribula
tion. The everlasting gospel brings out the thought 
of the blessing of the creature by God, that all evil 
will be crushed; and it presents God as the One 
alone worthy of homage. (Rev. 14: 7) 

GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF THE CHRIST. 
This is explained in the main treatment of this paper 
and nothing need be added here. 

GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF THE BLESSED 
GOD (1 Tim.1:11). 1 Tim,1:9,10 shows the 
application of the law. But is there glory connected 
with that which curses and smites the sinner? Yes, 
indeed { 2 Cor. 3: 7-9), but it is eclipsed by the min
istry of righteousness ( 2 C or. 3: 9, 10) . Sin has 
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been met and righteously put away. God has been 
glorified in every respect concerning sin, and the 
gospel of the glory of the blessed God proclaims this. 
This gospel is opposed to those things which are an 
outrage to God ( concerning which He has been glor
ified) as was the law, covering even a greater scope 
than did the law. Indeed it is more opposed to those 
things than was the law; -as much more as His 
glory acquired by the cross ( upon which the blessed 
Son of Ma.n died) eclipses that glory of the law, 
given by disposition of angels. 

GOSPEL OF THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES 
OF THE CHRIST (Eph.3:8). The gospel of 
Christ, as noted, refers to the responsibility that 
attaches to those who have trusted the One to whom 
God has given the official place. In Eph.3:8 the 
point is that the variegated, acquired glories are 
unsearchable. See Rom.9:23; Eph.1:7,18; 2:7; 
3:16; Phil.4:19; Col.1:27; Rev.5:12. 

GOSPEL OF YOUR SALVATION (Eph.1:13). 
Acts 19: 1-6 shows that the disciples that Paul found 
in Ephesus had not received the Holy Spirit when 
they had believed. They didn 1t know that the Holy 
Spirit had come. The Spirit never came as the 
Ind we Iler until Christ was exalted (John 7: 39; Acts 
2: 32, 33). They were baptized to John 1s baptism, 
before the exaltation of Christ. John had declared 
to them a Coming One ( Acts 19: 5) . Paul declares 
Jesus to them and no doubt they rested then upon 
His Person and finished work for the knowledge of 
the forgiveness of sins. Paul laid hands on them 
and they received the Spirit.* They believed the 
gospel of their salvation which is to rest on the Per
son of Christ and His finished work-for the forgive
ness of sins. The Spirit is given as the seal of 
this faith. It is the Holy Spirit of promise (Luke 
24:49) that all who so believe receive, Who links 
them with the body of Christ, formed once-for-all 
in Jerusalem at Pentecost. He is the earnest, the 

*For a fuller treatment of this, see "Pentecost and
Tongues 1' , to be had from the publisher.
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pledge , of our inheritance also. 

GOSPEL OF THE CIRCUMCISION (Gal.2:7). 
This denotes a special sphere of responsibility com
mitted to Peter towards Jews. 

GOSPEL OF THE UNCIRCUMCISION (Gal.2:7). 
This denotes a special sphere of responsibility com
mitted to Paul towards Gentiles. 

- R. A. H.

Recommended papers related to fellowship in service 
in the gospel, available from the publisher, are: 

What Is the True Character of Departure From In
iquity? 

What Is Scriptural Fellowship in Gospel Work? 
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