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FOREWORD

The purpose of this little book is to acquaint those who use
the Little Flock Hymn Book with those who composed the vari-
ous hymns. This will bring before them the grace of God to
these dear believers led to write these hymns in various exer-
cises of soul, but all for the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Furthermore, this book should also be of interest to all
Christians, even those not using the Little Flock, as the writers
are from all walks of life and from many religious groups.
There are authors from the Methodists, Roman Catholics, Bap-
tists, Moravians, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Church of
England, Lutheran, Independents and others. There are also
hymns written by those who, led of the Lord, have gone outside
the "camp' (Hebrews 13), leaving behind all religious names,
rituals, man's order of ministry, organization and human titles.
They are simply gathered to the Lord's Name on the ground that
the church is one (Eph.4:4) and that the Lord adds to the church
daily such as should be saved (Acts 2:47), and there is no need
to join anything. Acting on Matt. 18:18-20 they, as led by the
Spirit, own the Lord's authority in the midst of all gathered to
His precious Name.

The hymn book under consideration is the one originally
set up by Mr. George V. Wigram in 1856 and revised by John N.
Darby in 1881. Some having left the ground of gathering have
undertaken further revisions of the Little Flock, but none of
these is in view in this history, though the same hymn writers
will be involved.

Our desire is that the spiritual enjoyment may increase
for those who sing these hymns as they realize God's matchless
grace to the hymn writers and to themselves! How good to have
such scriptural vehicles for expressing praise!

It is regretted that for a number of writers we could find
little or no information.

The writer freely owns his indebtedness to various sources
of information listed at the end of this book for ready reference.

A. R.
December 3, 1974.
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THE LITTLE FLOCK

HYMN BOOK
--- Its History and Hymn Writers

"Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spirit-
ual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to
the Lord." (Eph.5:19)

Part 1 - The Hymn Book

It would be strange indeed to walk into the meeting places
of the saints gathered to the Lord's Name and not find the Little
Flock Hymn Book on hand. Yet up to 1856 there was no such
book! It was then that G. V. Wigram undertook the revision of
hymns then in use and produced the 1856 book. It was called "A
Few Hymns and Some Spiritual Songs (Selected 1856)"". The title
"Little Flock' was not actually applied until the 1881 revision by
J. N. Darby.

The Lord had graciously restored to exercised believers
the scriptural ground of gathering to the precious Name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, based on the truth that the Church is one and
is the body of Christ on earth (1 Cor.12:12-13: Eph.1:22-23 and
4:3-4). Between 1812 and 1820 there was a great concern as to
the worldly formalism in the professing church by companies in
New York, Great Britain and elsewhere. The result was that
under the Lord's guiding hand many were gathered outside the
religious camp (Heb.13:12-16), that is from the systems men
had set up, to the precious Name of Christ (Matt.18:20). One of
the first things was that they met to break bread in remembrance
of the Saviour as instituted by Him (Luke 22:14-20 and I Cor.11:
23-26). They met also for prayer and reading of the Scriptures
and learned that the Holy Spirit led and taught in the assembly
entirely apart from a one-man ministry. Many of them were
clergymen and saw that this was not according to Scripture.
This was about the year 1826 and while they did not at first see
the need for entire reliance on the Spirit (they appointed certain
ones to break the bread or to expound on the Scriptures at read-
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ings), they were led on to see things clearly as they acted on the
light God's Word gave them.

Various hymn books were at first used among them until
1838, at which time G. V. Wigram compiled a book called "Hymns
for the Poor of the Flock" (Zech.11:7). This book had a special
arrangement of hymns by category such as "Baptism", '"Lord's
Day'"., "Lord's Supper", etc. Mr. Darby makes reference to
"The Poor of the Flock' in his letter of October 25, 1879 (Letters
of JUN.D., Vol.3, p.45). It contained many hymns written by
the gathered saints as well as others of the Lord's people. Ap-
parently other books were also in use among the gatherings. In
1856 Mr. Wigram was called upon to review the whole matter of
hymns. We shall let him tell in his own words what took place:

"Upon this let the compiler's private account of his la-
bours be heard. I was asked in 1856 to examine care-
fully some hymn books which were in common use. To
do so was easy: to express my judgment faithfully, and
yet not invidiously. was difficult. After consideration
I determined to give my judgment by this attempt at a
book more suited for present need than any I know of.
It rests with others to decide how far I have or have
not succeeded. I may add that my rules while working
were these:
1. Retouch as little as possible, and with as light a
hand as possible; —
But —
2. Allow to remain (1) no false, no faulty, no defective
doctrine—cost what it might; (2) no dispensational in-
congruities: (3) no want of keeping in the truth or truths
stated; (4) no ambiguities between that which is and that
which is not true. And,
3. Add as many new hymns as the Lord might enable
me. Inow leave my labour with the Lord.

G. V. Wigram."

This book was entitled "A Few Hymns and Some Spiritual Songs
(selected 1856)'". It was published by Groombridge and Sons of
Paternoster Row, London, England.

In the years just prior to 1881 Mr. J. N. Darby gave his
attention to a revision of the 1856 hymn book. He was chiefly
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concerned about the lack of hymns to the Father. On June 10,
1880, he wrote:

"I had been going through the hymns that we have, for a
new edition, and the question of hymns to the Father
presented itself, and the study of our relationship with
the Father was much blessed to me, developing in to
my heart. How gracious He is! (Letters, Vol.3, p.93)

Again in July 1881 he wrote:

"Take hymns and see how many you have addressed to
the Father, or continue to have Him and not ourselves
for their subject after the first verse, etc." (Letters,
Vol.3, pp.173-174.)

He therefore included in the new book these hymns to the Father:
#25, 41, 50, 178, 331, and App. #7 and 48.

This edition was completed soon before his going to be with
Christ, which took place April 29, 1882. It is known as "A Few
Hymns and Some Spiritual Songs for THE LITTLE FLOCK'" (Luke
12:32).

The preface to this book should be read carefully and
thought upon. The '"Little Flock" is still in use, with its valuable
collection of hymns, among those Christians gathered to the
Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

No hymn book is perfect, not being the work of divine in-
spiration, but we shall find a close adherence to the whole truth
maintained in the book. Only one really needed correction oc-
curs to the writer and that is in the second verse of #80 in the
Appendix. Christ was no helpless Babe as was later taught by
false teachers who caused a division among His people. The
author of the hymn (Lord A. P. Cecil) we are sure had no wrong
doctrine in mind,which developed after his departure. One would
suggest that''helpless Babe' be eliminated and "newborn Babe'
substituted therefor.

3
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Part 2 - The Hymn Writers

The writers whose hymns appear in the Little Flock came
from all walks of life and from various religious connections.
Believers evidently most of them were, and valued Christ and
His work, though all were not gathered to His Name, some hav-
ing lived long before that truth was restored to the church.
There are hymns from a monk, a bishop, a cardinal, from
Methodists, Anglicans, Baptists, Presbyterians and other de~
nominations, and from those gathered to His Name. This shows
that the narrowness of sectarianism did not govern in the choice
of hymns. However, many had to be revised as explained more
fully in the Preface to the book itself.

It is the purpose of this writer to be as brief as possible
with each author, but give enough of the history to assess the
spiritual path of the said author. In some cases there is a pau-
city of information and in some, as will be seen, no information
available at this time. There are 126 writers who are identified
and there are 25 hymns for which there is no identification. In
some cases the story of the writer's conversion is not available
and it is by the words of their hymns that we can form a judgment
as to their actual relation with God. There is even a hymn from
a Unitarian and we do wonder just how such an one could stand
before God in denying both the Father and the Son. Our purpose
is to give facts for our readers and therefore this does not mean
that this author approves or holds everything said as approved
by the Word of God. The reader's spiritual discernment will
have to judge of such details. Our desire is to edify with the
accounts of those of our Lord's servants and people led to write
"spiritual songs", and circumstances under which they were
written.

It is intended to arrange the names alphabetically with
year of birth, death, and religious affiliation, with a list of the
hymn numbers as shown in the Little Flock book.

4
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James Allen

(1734 - 1804) Methodist

Hymn #252 (written in 1757).

This writer was son of Oswald Allen, and was born at
Gayle, Yorkshire, England, on June 24, 1734. Just how he was
led to Christ is not known, but he early had his conscience a-
roused as to evil flagrantly allowed in the Church of England.

He became an itinerant ""Inghamite' preacher after embracing the
Methodist beliefs. Once when "'field preaching' a mob threatened
his life and he was saved by the local magistrate who was an old
friend of his. One of his hymns is a real challenge to the con-
science: —

"Sinners, will you scorn the message? "
Charles Wesley says of him (Oct.17,1756), ""A young preacher
came to spend the evening with me at Mr. Grimshaw's. I found
love for him, and wished that all our sons in the Gospel were
equally modest and discreet."

In Scotland he along with Christopher Batty compiled a
hymn book. This included 71 of Allen's hymns or 50% of the book.
At that time he wrote what is now #252 in the Little Flock. This
hymn, however, was helpfully revised by Walter Shirley (a cousin
of Lady Huntington). It then began, '"Sweet the moments, rich in
blessing''. He returned to the place of his birth at Gayle and
there continued to preach the gospel until his death on Oct. 31,
1804. He has truly "found the dawn of heaven'.
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John Ash
(1725 - 1779) Baptist

Hymn App. #82.

John Ash was born in the year 1725 at Stockland, Dorset-
shire, England. Little is known of him, but he became a Bap-
tist minister and in collaboration with another Baptist clergy-
man named Caleb Evans published a hymn book at Bristol, Eng-
land, with 412 hymns.

"Look not within for peace,

Within there's naught to cheer;

Look up, and find release

From sin and self and fear.

If gloom thy soul enshroud,

If tears faith's eye bedim,

If doubts around thee crowd,

Come, tell them all to Him.
Come, come, come."

7
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John Bakewell

(1721 - 1819) Methodist
Hymn #18 (1757).

This venerable man was one of the earliest of Wesley's
so-called lay preachers. He was born at Brailsford, Derby-
shire, England, in the year 1721. The particulars available of
his life are brief. When about 18 years of age he was deeply
touched by a book he had read. This turned his thoughts to the
Lord and by the time he was 23 he was preaching the gospel in
his own neighborhood. He next became associated with the Wes-
leys and their work in London. From 1749 he preached at the
"Greenwich Royal Park Academy'. He not only preached the
Word frequently, but also wrote several hymns. He was a close
friend of Wesley, Madan, Toplady and other servants of the
Iord. On his tombstone, in City Road Chapel (buried near to
John Wesley), appears the following inscription:

"Sacred to the memory of JOHN BAKEWELL, late of

Greenwich, who departed this life March 18, 1819,

aged ninety-eight. He adorned the Doctrine of God,

our Saviour, eighty years, and preached His glorious

Gospel about 70 years. 'The memory of the just is

blessed.'"

"Jesus, hail! enthroned in glory,
There forever to abide;

All the heavenly hosts adore Thee,
Seated at Thy Father's side;

Worship, honour, power, and blessing,
Thou art worthy to receive;

Loudest praises, without ceasing,
Meet it is for us to give."

8
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Christopher Batty
(1715 - 1797) Methodist

Hymn #71.

This writer was born at Newby Cote, near Yorkshire, in
1715. He became associated with the so-called "Inghamites"
and worked with them in the northern parts of Lancashire and
Yorkshire. He assisted James Allen (named herein) in 1757 in
the production of "Kendal Hymn Book" to which he contributed
31 hymns. Verse three of his hymn in the Little Flock express-
es desires after the grace of God and a turning away from things
here:
""The more through grace ourselves we know,
The more rejoiced we are to bow
And glory in Thy cross;
To trust in Thine atoning blood,
And look to Thee for every good,
And count all else but dross."

John Beaumont
(——) Gathered to the Lord’s Name

Hymn #238.

Just a brief reference to John Beaumont in N, Noel's
"History of the Brethren''is accessible at this time. He is there
seen preaching the gospel in 1871 among those gathered to the
Iord's Name. Mr. Napoleon Noel sat under the Word by him.
When Mr. Wigram died in 1879 John Beaumont was one of those
who took part in the services at the grave. He read a few pass-
ages from the New Testament, concluding with the closing ver-
ses of the Book of Revelation. What lovely thoughts he express-
es in these words!—

"When faith and hope shall cease, and love abide alone,

Then shall we see Him face to face, and know as known;

Still shall we lift our voice, His praise our song shall be;

And we shall in His love rejoice, Who set us free."

9
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Henry Bennett
(1813 - 1868)

Hymn #185.

Here again little is known, not even his religious affilia-
tion. He was born April 18, 1813 at Lyme Regis, England, and
died at Islington, November 12, 1868. A year later his hymns
were published under the title "Hymns by the Late Henry Ben-
nett'". To show his faith in Christ, as expressed by himself, we
quote one verse of hymn #185 (Little Flock):

"The Saviour's precious blood

Has made our title sure;

He passed through death's dark raging flood
To make our rest secure."

10
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"Jesus, the very thought of Thee
With sweetness fills my breast,
But sweeter far Thy face to see,
And in Thy presence rest."

Martin Luther held him in high esteem, saying, "He was
the best monk that ever lived."

It has been said that his heart overflowed with love to
Christ and this was no doubt the result of his own enjoyment of
the love of Christ. It is apparent too that contradictions of ac-
tion were taken by him as the result of the darkness of the age
and yet God's grace lifted him above much. He died in 1153 at
the age of 62 and is now with the One whose sweetness he learn-
ed on earth.

"We give Thee thanks unfeigned,
O Saviour! Friend in need,

For what Thy soul sustained
When Thou for us didst bleed.
Grant us to lean unshaken

Upon Thy faithfulness,

Until to glory taken

We see Thee face to face."

12
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Mrs. Frances Bevan
(1827 - 1909)  Gathered to the Lord’s Name

Hymn #93.

Mrs. Bevan was born as Emma Frances Shuttleworth on Sept.
25, 1827, at Oxford, England. She was the daughter of Anglican
clergyman Philip Nicholas Shuttleworth, Warden of New College,
Oxford. He later became Bishop of Chichester. When but a young
girl Emma had a German governess for a teacher, and became
interested in Gothic art and medieval Christianity. Later she was
much attached to the family of the Prussian representative at the
Court of St.James, Baron Von Bunsen, which led to her study of
German literature and to her translating of German hymns into
English. When she was 27 years of age she attended Bible readings
at the home of Mr.R.C. L. Bevan and these made a lasting impres
sion on her. Two years later she was married to Mr.Bevan, who
was a Lombard St., London banker. Three sons and six daughters
were born into this Christian household. She met with those who
according to Matt.18:20 were gathered to the Lord's Name and its
authority, but was perplexed and saddened by the Stuart heresy as
to atonement and its aftermath in 1885. She and her husband spent
more time in Europe, and after his death in 1890 she spent her
time at Cannes, France. Various brethren came there from time
to time to remember the Lord in His death in the breaking of bread

Mrs. Bevan published a series of translations of hymns from the
German under the title''Songs of Eternal Life". Hymn 57 in the
Little Flock is one from the German—''On the Lamb our souls are
resting'. She also wrote that wonderful book, '"The Three Friends
of God", as well as giving sketches of '""The Quiet in the Land".

On Feb.13,1909, at age 81 she passed on to glory and was
buried at Cockfosters, Herts, England in the family vault located
in the church area outside of Trent Park.

"From the palace of His glory,

From the home of joy and love,
Came the Lord Himself to seek us;

He would have us there above.
And in past and distant ages,

In those courts so bright and fair,
Ere we were, was He rejoicing,

All He won with us to share."

13
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Mary Bowley (Mrs. John M. Peters)
(1813 - 1856) Anglican

Hymns #6, 8, 16, 56, 111, 114, 153, 156, 186, 191, 206, 210,
231, 275, 286, 299, 302, 304, 316, 333, 334, App. 33, 56
(23 hymns). Note: 286 could possibly be by J. G. Deck
(see 109).

A refreshing variety is found in the spiritual hymns writ-
ten by this dear child of God. She was born in the town of
Cirencester, Gloucestershire, England, April 17, 1813, She
was married about the year 1830 to John McWilliam Peters who
was Vicar at Langford, Berkeshire, England. He died in 1834
and left her a widow at age 21. She knew where to turn in days
of sorrow as hymn #334 shows:

"Through the love of God our Saviour
All will be well;

Free and changeless is His favour,
All, all is well."

In all she wrote 58 hymns and Mr. G. V. Wigram when he
compiled "A Few Hymns and some Spiritual Songs'' in 1856 held
them in such high esteem that he included 20 of them. Her early
widowhood made her feel the more the emptiness of the things of
this world. To her it was a barren wilderness:

"We're pilgrims in the wilderness;
Our dwelling is a camp."
There is no gloominess about this expression, but quite the con-
trary, as she looked on to the moment when we all meet together
from every distant shore. She also wrote a history which is out
of print, in which she traced the hand of God in all the great
events of the world up to the accession of Queen Victoria (1837).
The Lord called her to Himself on July 29, 1856, being but 43
years of age. She has thus experienced the truth of those lines
from her pen:
"Unseen we love Thee; dear Thy name;
But when our eyes behold,
With joyful wonder we'll exclaim
The half had not been told." (#302)
And we can now add:
"How happy we who know Thy name,
And trust Thy faithful Word!"

15
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Charlotte Elizabeth Brown
(1790 - 1846) Anglican

Hymn #311.

Charlotte E. Browne was the only daughter of Michael
Browne, Rector of St. Giles at Norwich, England. She was
born October 1, 1790 and as a young woman was married to
Captain George Phelan of the 60th Rifles. However, he died in
1837 and later she married a minister named Lewis H. Tonna.
Her hymns have been published under the name of ""Charlotte
Elizabeth'. Her hymn numbered above is a prayer to keep the
Shepherd in constant view until we attain our final resting place.
She departed there July 12, 1846.

"While to several paths dividing,
We our pilgrimage pursue,
May our Shepherd, safely guiding,
Still be kept in constant view.
May the bond of blest communion
Every distant soul embrace,
Till, in everlasting union,
We attain our resting-place."

Miss Hannah Kilham Burlingham
(1842 - 1901) Gathered to the Lord’'s Name

Hymns #39, 189, 261, 287, App. 16, 47, 48, 78.

Hannah Kilham Burlingham was born March 17, 1842, be-
ing the eldest daughter of Henry Burlingham of Evesham, Wor-
cestershire, England. He was a member of the Society of
Friends and so she was thus brought up in the piety and godliness
of a Quaker home. It seems too that when she was but twelve,
three of the family circle died including her eldest brother.

Her poetic ability came out while she was quite young and
it is said she won a prize for an excellent poem describing the
school excursion. It was said that when she became of age she
associated herself with those believers who were gathered to
the Lord's Name alone apart from sectarianism. This is the

17
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Scriptural ground for the present dispensation as a testimony to
the truth that ""there is one body' according to Ephesians chap-
ter 4.

She translated many hymns from the German, as for ex-
ample #16 in the Appendix. This hymn was written by Samuel
Christian Gottlieb Kiister, who died in 1838, Miss Burlingham
translating it June 13, 1865. It begins, "O Jesus! Friend un-
failing". Her translations were considered as excellent from
the German, as also evidenced by #325, '"We wait for Thee, O
Son of God".

It was said of her: 'I never met any one who loved her
Bible as she did. Though she was interested in current topics,

they were wholly subservient to her one great interest. Her
love for her Lord and Saviour was deep and real, and one felt
that with her, everything else must take a 'back place'."

While she was but a short way on her sixtieth year she be-
came suddenly ill with a meningitis, and in three days was gone,
so that on May 15, 1901 she entered into that rest of which she
speaks in verse 3 of #189:

"Eternal is our rest,

O Christ of God, in Thee!

Now of Thy peace, Thy joy possessed,
We wait Thy face to see.

Now to the Father's heart received,
We know in Whom we have believed."

18
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Richard Burnham

(1749 - 1810) Baptist

Hymn #279.

Richard Burnham, born in Guildford, Surrey, England, in
1749, seems to have stayed most of his life in London as pastor
of a Baptist church. Next he moved, in the same capacity, to a
congregation in Grafton Street, Soho. In these two places he
exercised thirty years of ministerial labour. He had some dif-
ficulties due to personal matters that laid him open to criticism.
Be that as it may, we can rejoice with him in what he expressed
of his Saviour in verse 3:

"Soon the redeeming Lord shall come
For us whose sins He bore,

To see the glories of the Lamb,
And praise Him evermore."

He passed peacefully away on October 30, 1810, and was
buried at Tottenham Court chapel, London.

Lady Margaret Cockburn-Campbell
(? - 1859) Gathered to the Lord’s Name

Hymns #50, 59, 199.

"Not many noble are called” (1 Cor.1:26); but it does not
say 'not any''. In the 18th century God raised up Lady Hunting-
ton (Selina Shirley) as a greathelp in the spread of the gospel.
Then in the 19th century there was Lady Powerscourt (Theodosia
Howard) as well as others of the nobility, such as Lord Congle-
ton and G.V. Wigram. The gospel thus reaches the rich and
mighty as well as the poor.

Lady Campbell, of whom we now write, was eldest daugh-
ter of the British General Sir John Malcolm, who distinguished
himself in India and was a close friend of the Duke of Welling-
ton. The date of her birth is not available, but she was married
June 20, 1827, to Sir Alexander Thomas Cockburn-Campbell
who at that time took the name of ""Campbell'. He was with the
early saints gathered to the Lord's Name on the ground of the

19
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one body. He is named by J. Butler Stoney in some remarks

dated July 12, 1871, as follows:
"I was at the meeting at Lady Powerscourt’s in Septem-
ber (1838). —Mr. Darby spoke last—touching on all
that had been previously said. Mr. Wigram sat next
him, Capt. Hall, Mr. George Curzon, Sir Alex.
Campbell, Mr. Bellet, Mr. Thomas Maunsell, Mr.
Mahon, Mr. Ed. Synge were there."

This shows the early connection with the truth for Lady Camp-

bell.

Sir Alexander became resident magistrate in Albany, West
Australia, and died there in 1871. ILady Margaret had two chil-
dren, Charlotte Isabella and Olympia. Her hymn #59 is deeply
impressive as to the majesty of God's power in creation, but
with the emphasis laid on His eternal counsels. She died, prob-
ably in Australia, in 1859 and is now in the very presence of the
objects of her praise in hymns 50 and 199.

"All praise and glory, Jesus,
Be Thine for evermore!
Thou didst from guilt release us,
Our souls Thou dost restore;
And oh! Thy grace transcending
Its fulness will declare,
When, from on high descending,
We meet Thee in the air. "

20
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William Cameron

(1751 - 1811) Presbyterian

Hymn App. #58.

This writer was born in Scotland in 1751 and received his
education at Mareschal College in Aberdeen. When and under
what circumstances he was brought to Christ is not known from
our sources of information. In 1775 he was in association with
others employed in altering and amending the paraphrases of
Scripture used in the Scottish Church, and which were appended
to the version of Psalms for public worship. Ten years later
he was ordained to the ministry and settled in Kirknewton, in
Mid-Lothian, Scotland. To him are attributed the 66th, 14th
and 17th of the Scottish Paraphrases; and one of his hymns,
commencing "How bright those glorious spirits shine"”, is con-
fessedly an alteration of Isaac Watts' hymn. William Cameron
left this scene, which is filled with "trifles light as air' as ex-
pressed in his hymn mentioned herein, on November 17, 1811,
He is now in the place "whence living waters flow''.

21
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ner. On June 11, 1889, he went on board a boat at Belleville on
Lake Ontario and sailed to a place where there was a group of
Indian believers in whose welfare he was interested. On the
return to Picton a strong wind made the boat a bit unmanageable.
As he stood up to adjust the sails Adalbert lost his balance and
fell overboard. He could have made the shore, but his concern
(as supposed) about a young man named Churchill in the boat led
him to swim after the boat. His strength gave out and he soon
sank and did not rise again. He is buried at Napanee, Ontario,
from where his body shall be raised and fashioned like unto
Christ's body of glory (Phil.3:21).

23
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speaks in one hymn of how he fought against the power of grace:
"The more I strove against its power,
I felt its weight and guilt the more;
Till late I heard my Saviour say,
Come hither, soul. Iam the way."

Hymn 170 is compositely composed, with Cennick supply-
ing verse 2 and Charles Wesley verses 1, 4 and 6, and Martin
Madan verses 3 and 5.

25
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hymns in that book were included by Mr. Wigram in the 1856
hymn book and carried over to the present (1881) Little Flock
book. Hymn 143 was in all three books.

When a crisis arose because of evil doctrine as to the
Person of Christ and there was the rejection by some at Beth-
esda of the truth of the one body, he took a faithful stand. How-
ever, later he became identified with the company in fellowship
with Bethesda and known as Open Brethren. It seems from our
sources of information that he was never married. On June 2,
1902, at age 99, being in his one hundredth year on earth he
departed to be with his Lord whom he had served for eighty
years. He yet awaits the "happy morn' of which he wrote in
hymn #229:

"O happy morn! the Lord will come
And take His waiting people home
Beyond the reach of care;
Where guilt and sin are all unknown;
The Lord will come and claim His own,
And place them with Him on His throne,
The glory bright to share."
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Christian Gottfried Clemens

Moravian

Hymn #164.

He preached in various places in England and Wales from
1789 - 1815. No other data is available, so the entire hymn
164 is quoted as follows:

"O Jesus Christ, most holy—
Head of the Church Thy bride,
In us each day more fully
Thy Name be magnified!
Oh may in each believer
Thy love its power display,
And none among us ever
From Thee, our Shepherd, stray.'

Samuel O’Malley Cluff
(1837 - 1910) --

Hymn App. #24.

Again we have drawn a blank as to this writer. All that
is known comes out in the three volumes of letters of Mr. John
Nelson Darby, who refers to some adverse doctrine taught by
Mr. Cluff. We shall here quote the hymn written by him with
such healthful spiritual desires expressed:

""Nothing but Christ, as on we tread,
The gift unpriced—God's living bread.
With staff in hand and feet well shod,
Nothing but Christ—the Christ of God.
Everything loss for Him below,
Taking the cross where'er we go,
Showing to all, where once He trod,
Nothing but Christ—the Christ of God.
Nothing save Him, in all our ways,
Giving the theme for ceaseless praise;
Our whole resource along the road,
Nothing but Christ—the Christ of God."
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in the sovereign grace of God, as the following lines from his
pen show:

"'Tis not that I did choose Thee,

For, Lord, that could not be;

This heart would still refuse Thee,

Hadst Thou not chosen me.

Thou, from the sin that stained me,

Hast washed and set me free,

And to this end ordained me,

That I should live to Thee."

But to what heights do we rise in hymn #150! What makes
this hymn so wonderful is that it directs the worshipping heart
to the blessed Person of Christ Himself, in fullest measure. No
direct reference is even made to the work of Christ, blessed
and necessary as that is for our salvation. The inscrutability
of the eternal Son, and yet revealing the Father to us, is so
fully expressed. The Spirit, as with all other hymns, must lead
to give this out at the right moment, and what holy elevation of
soul there is on such occasions!

He went home to be with Christ at St.John's Wood, London,
December 27, 1855.

'"The higher mysteries of Thy fame
The creature's grasp transcend;
The Father only Thy blest name
Of Son can comprehend."
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Anne Ross Cousin (nee Cundell)

(1824 - 1906) Free Church of Scotland

Hymns #137, App.77.

No record of her actual date of birth and death is at our
disposal. She was the daughter of David Ross Cundell of Leith
and became the wife of William Cousin of whom it was said that
he was "'an honored clergyman of the Free Church of Scotland".
"The Sands of Time'" was first published in "The Christian
Treasury' in 1857. In 1876 a volume was published called
"Immanuel's Land and Other Pieces', by A.R.C. She was
much the mouthpiece of Samuel Rutherford who lived from
1600 to 1661. He never wrote poetry, but his sayings were so
much enjoyed by Mrs. Cousin that her poetic ability gave ex-
pression to these sayings in hymns. He was imprisoned for his
faith for about two years and during that time he expressed
much of his joy and confidence in the Lord. So it is his
thoughts that Mrs. Cousin put into happy verse. She became a
widow, but the year in which her husband died is not available.

"For me, Lord Jesus, Thou hast died,
And I have died in Thee;

Thou'rt risen: my bands are all untied,
And now Thou liv'st in me.

The Father's face of radiant grace
Shines now in light on me." (#137)
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dangers when here was one he could never avoid?

In July 1764, at the age of 33, he sat in his garden read-

ing Romans chapter 3. He was arrested by verses 24 and 25:
"Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the
remission of sins that are past through the forbearance of God."
He rested on the blood, faith laid hold of salvation. He said,
"Immediately I received strength to believe. I saw the suffici-
ency of the atonement that Christ had made, my pardon in His
blood, the fulness and completeness of my justification." Later
when living at Olney he was helped much by John Newton with
whom he compiled the "Olney Hymns'., How he valued the
precious blood of Christ may be seen by reading hymns 1 and
322. He went home to be with Christ April 25, 1800, and there
was fulfilled what he had expressed so well:

"Then, in a nobler, sweeter song,

I'll sing Thy power to save,

When this poor lisping, stamm'ring tongue

Lies silent in the grave."

(as originally written.)
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tenderly in his writings. He graduated from Trinity College,
Dublin, in 1819, winning the classical Gold Medal. First enter-
ing the legal profession as desired by his father, being convert-
ed to God he left that vocation. He was saved by reading the
Bible, as he says:—

"One qualification I may boast of—profound, unfeigned (I
believe divinely given) faith in the Bible. I have, through grace,
been by it converted, enlightened. quickened, saved. I have
received the knowledge of God by it to adore His perfections—
of Jesus, the Saviour, joy, strength, comfort of my soul. ...
That work, which is ever God's, was wrought in me through the
means of the written Word. He who knows what the value of
Jesus is will know what the Bible will be to such a one."

(Collected Writings, Vol.6, p.3.)

He then took up "holy orders' in the Church of England
and was made a deacon in 1825 by Archbishop Magee and was
appointed to a large parish in Wicklow County, Ireland. Here
diligently he applied his efforts to the good of the people while
he himself walked with the Lord. A year later when he went up
to the city to be made a priest by the Bishop he was exercised
then as to the condition of the Church of England, the Establish-
ment. But returning to his parish he did much helpful work
among the Roman Catholics, many of whom he led to Christ as
Saviour. A notice from the Bishop that converts must take an
oath of allegiance to the King, as head of the Anglican Church,
stirred up his conscience to action, Asked later by a fellow-
clergyman (James Kelly) why he had left the Church of England,
he replied:—

"I find no such thing as a National Church in Scripture. Is
the Church of England—was it ever—God's assembly in Eng-
land? ... her constitution is worldly because she contemplates
.. the population, not the saints. ... It was that I was looking
for the body of Christ (which was not there, but perhaps in all
the parish not one converted person); and collaterally, because
Ibelieved in a divinely appointed ministry. It was a system
contrary to what I found in Scripture."

He and others met at Lady Powerscourt's Castle in Ireland
where they at first took up prophecy. Church truth came out and
God gave grace for some to act upon it. At Dublin several in-
cluding Edward Cronin, J. Parnel (later Lord Congleton) and J.
G. Bellett broke bread, and Mr. Darby, recognizing this as a
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work of the Lord, identified himself with them. The Lord gave
him to bring out many truths for the help of those who were now
gathered to the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, outside the re-
ligious camp of Christendom. Justification by faith was more
clearly seen, what the church is as the body of Christ, the house
(God's dwelling place on earth), the rapture of the saints before
the tribulation, Israel's place and restoration after the church
is taken out. He became the first real expositor of the Revela-
tion of Jesus Christ, and it is his written ministry that has
helped others to develop in meditation much more that is preci-
ous to the saints of God. His labors carried him all over Eur-
ope, U.S.A., Canada, Hawaii, and the south sea islands of the
Pacific. "In labours more abundant.'  He has left a legacy of
34 volumes of ministry (Collected Writings, edited by Wm.
Kelly), the Synopsis of the whole Bible, three volumes of letters
(in which he stood firmly for the truth without the fear of man),
all of which are yet treasured by those that love the truth.

In 1881 he revised the Little Flock Hymn Book and, as
shown in the introduction, his concern was to have more hymns
of definite praise to the Father. The hymns so added at that time
were numbers 7, 25, 41, 50, 178 and 331, and App. 7 and 48.

In fact it was at this time that the book was called "The Little
Flock".

He became ill, being afflicted with dropsy, in February,
1882, but continued as he says, ''through mercy I work half the
day." On April 29, 1882, Doctor A.H.Burton, his attending
physician, gave the news that brother J.N.D. had finished the
wilderness journey; and we bring this to a close by quoting from
his hymn (#76), and one of his last statements:—

"When to Canaan's long-loved dwelling

Love divine thy foot shall bring,

There, with shouts of triumph swelling,

Zion's songs in rest to sing—

There no stranger-God shall meet thee,

Stranger thou in courts above—

He Who to His rest shall greet thee

Greets thee with a well-known love."
On April 11, 1882, he said:—

"Well, it will be strange to find myself in heaven; but it
won't be a strange Christ—One I have known these many years.
How little I know Him. I am glad He knows me—I KNOW MY
SHEEP."
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Samuel Davies

(1724 - 1761)  Presbyterian
Hymn #112.

This author has written several hymns though only one is
in the Little Flock. He was born in Newcastle, Delaware, on
November 3, 1724, and his devoted Christian mother, believing
that God had given him in answer to her prayers, named him
Samuel (heard of God). At fifteen he became an earnest Chris-
tian and at twenty-two he began to preach as a Presbyterian
minister in Newcastle and then later in Virginia. The Lord
granted him a measure of success as the result of his self-
denying labors. In three years' time his small group grew to
three hundred. He was described as "'a model of the most im-
pressive oratory. As his personal appearance was venerable,
yet benevolent and mild, he could address his auditory, either
with the most commanding authority, or with the most melting
tenderness."

In 1759 he became President of the College at Princeton,
New Jersey, as successor to Jonathan Edwards. At the begin-
ning of 1761 he preached on the words, '"This year thou shalt
die" (Jer.28:16). A month later he passed away at the early age
of 36! As his dear mother gazed upon the casket she said,
"There is the son of my prayers, and my hopes—my only son—
my only earthly support. But there is the will of God, and I am
satisfied." How she exemplified the happy attitude of Job (Job
1:21)! She has long since been reunited with her "only son' in
a brighter sphere where we shall all be quickly introduced, 'in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye''. He is now in that place
of which he wrote:
"Eternal praise, our God, shall rise:
In mansions far beyond the skies
Thy Name shall be adored.
With joyful hearts our songs we raise;
Our God and Father, Thee we praise,
While waiting for our Lord."
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wife went home to be with Christ and was buried there. He
labored for thirty more years in that area, until in 1882 he be-
came a helpless invalid for two years. On August 14, 1884, he
passed on to that scene of glory and into the Presence of which
he wrote those precious words:

"God of love, our souls adore Thee!
We would still Thy grace proclaim,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee
And in glory praise Thy Name.

Praise and worship
Be to God and to the Lamb." (#2)

Mary Jane Deck (Mrs. M. J. Walker)

(2 - 1878) Anglican
Hymns #36, App. #3.

Jane Deck was the sister to J.G.Deck, but date of birth is
lacking. She married the English clergyman Dr. Edward Walker,
rector of Cheltenham,in 1848. A few of her poems were issued
as leaflets, but most were contributed to a collection of lyrics
which was compiled by her husband. This was called ""Psalms
and Hymns for Public and Social Worship'" and was published in
1855. One of her hymns contains the following stanza:

"Jesus, the Father's only Son,

Jesus, His own beloved One,

Jesus, now seated at His side,

Hath claimed us for His own, His bride.
Of Him and His the Spirit tells,

Upon His love He sweetly dwells;

And while we listen to His voice

We wonder, worship, and rejoice!"

This sister went home to glory July 2, 1878, and from
her own hymn, #3 in the Appendix, we learn what she is enjoy-
ing now more fully:

"Yea, in the fulness of His grace,

God put me in the children's place,

Where I may gaze upon His face,
O Lamb of God, in Thee!"
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Richard DeCourcy

(1743 - 1803) Anglican
Hymn #32 in Appendix.

This hymn writer was closely associated with Lady Hunt-
ington and her work for the Lord. He was born in Ireland in
1743 (or 1744) and graduated from Trinity College, Dublin, but
being Calvinistic in his views the bishops would not ordain him.
He left Ireland for England where he met that fiery Methodist
preacher George Whitefield. The latter took off his cap and
showed a scar which he had received in Ireland preaching Christ.

Lady Huntington (Selina Shirley) took an interest in De
Courcy and had him ordained by the Bishop of Lichfield. He
then preached in many of her Ladyship's chapels which were
connected with Methodism. He was a good expounder of the
Scriptures which had a prominent place in his discourses. Later
he was affiliated with Lady Glenorchy in 